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The True Apostolate 


By Ruby T. Weyburn 


* 


HE glory of Love is brightest when the glory of 
self is dim, 

And they have the most compelled me who most 
have pointed to Him. 

They have held me, stirred me, swayed me,—I have 
hung on their every word 

Till I fain would arise and follow, not them, not them, 
—but their Lord! 








Our Impossible Duties eo. 

God commands us to do some things that only 
he can do, They would be hopeless commands ex- 
cept for the fact that Ged himself is the answer to 
them, Thus some of the most difficult of God's com- 
mands are seen to be simple statements of fact as well 
as commands, They would be hopeless as mere 
commands ; they are comfortingly reassuring when 
he declares them to be facts. For example, God tells 
us through Peter: ‘‘ Ye shall be holy ; for I am holy.’’ 
This is not a mere command ; it is also a statement 
of fact. It is because God is holy that we are made 
holy. When we receive Christ as our Saviour, we 
receive God in Christ as our literal life. Therefore in 
Christ we are made holy. Because Christ is holy, we 
are holy ; and as we accept this marvelous truth in 
grateful faith and trust, we find Christ's holiness work- 
ing in and through us, and producing a practital 
though supernatural obedience to the will of God,— 
such obedience as no man by any will or effort of his 


own could ever accomplish, The hopeless command 


to holiness becomes a supernaturally achieved fact,’ 


because of what God is and because of the grace 
whereby he makes himself our life. If ever our duties 
in any direction seem too much for us, let us remem- 
ber that they are already accomplished for us by God 
himself. We have but to yield to him to see their 
accomplishment brought to pass before our eyes. 


x 
The Superabundant Energy of Peace 


Our peace can best prove itself when everything 
round about us is calculated to destroy our peace. 
Peace never requires certain external circumstances to 
bring it to pass. And it is not a passive thing ; on 
the contrary, true peace calls for supernatural energy, 
power that is fairly dynamic in its irresistible control- 
ing and achieving. It has been well said that ‘* Peace 
is not death. Peace is life. Peace is activity. Teace 
is momentum without friction.’ We may, if we will, 
fairly exult in the joy of an inner peace that defies 
the turmoil, stress, aggravation, and conflict that may 
be going on around us, yet that is impotent to disturb 
by a hair's breadth the ‘* peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding,’’ and which is guarding our hearts 
and our thoughts in Christ Jesus. 


-— 
Trusting by Forgetting Trust 


We are not trusting Christ when we are examin- 
ing our trust in him to see if it is perfect. To dothis 
is a good deal like examining the texture of the paper 
on which a check drawn on a bank is written, scrutin- 
izing the sort of ink used in the writing, and ascer- 
taining whether every letter in every word is perfectly 


The Garden 


O HAPPIER experience is possible to us than to 
discover through God’s word how much can be 
done with our own hearts. The very phrase 

‘*a change of heart’’ suggests all that is richest in 
human experience, for we all too easily give way to 
the fear that nothing can be done about our hearts, 
We get altogether too accustomed to having them pro- 
duce pain and disappointment. The heart seems to 
be a region of fluctuations and chances where we can 
never for long be certain of anything, and we try to 
ease its troubles by escaping from it. To many it 
seems a realm over which they have no command. It 
seems to them that there is no proper science of it by 
which it can be brought under control and under cul- 
tivation, so that it will yield as steady returns as the 
other domains of brain and will do when they are 
trained and directed. We are tempted to regard it as 
the region of the fitful, where anything may break 
forth, but all the teaching of our faith treats it as 
the realm not only of the richest but also the surest 
rewards, 

The first great thing for us to know then is that ibe 
heart is not the intractable element we have supposed, 
but one which can be brought under cultivation and 
command, It may have played us false, yet it may 
be our strongest and steadiest ally. For years it may 
have been the source of fears and uncertainties, yet it 
may become the source of our certainty and our hap- 
piness, The main point is to take God's word for it 
that it is the one thing with which the most can be 
done. If we attend to it it will show richer changes 
than any other part of our being. 

The mistake and failure and disappointment of many 
lives is due, not to the fact that their hearts were worse 
than other men’s, but to the belief that they did not 
demand or repay the same attention we give to other 
faculties. And so they have lavished toil upon the 
brain, and have practised sternly with their executive 


formed, instead of considering whether the credit of 
the one who drew the check is ample and the bank 
able to meet every draft made upon it. If we are 
ready to trust Christ with a genuine, not a hypocriti- 
cal trust, then it is our duty to turn away from all 
further questionings about our trust, and consider 
him. If he is ableto meet all drafts made upon him,, 
and if the resources that have been credited to us in 
him are adequate, what room is there for doubt or 
anxiety? A man recently prayed ; ‘‘ Work the miracle 
of ehabling me to trust, by enabling me to forget 
trust."’ It is a needed prayer with many of us, The 
best trust is unconscious of itself: conscious only of 
the object of its trust. Our trust is never perfect ; 
Christ is always perfect. And he can always do more 
for us than our trust in him can do, 


x 
When Human Comfort Counts 


«« Love hungry’’ describes the condition of most 
sorrowing hearts, and suggests the healing that is 
needed. A young woman into whose life had just 
come a great sorrow was telling a friend that she was 
alone in the world, and she felt that there was no one 
toleanupon. Her friend spoke of that Comforter who 
never fails his friends. ‘*Oh, I know I have a heav- 
enly Father,’’ was the answer, ‘‘ but he won't put his 
arms around me and comfort the hurt as a human friend 
can do,’’ The complaint was spoken without full 
knowledge of, the ‘* God of all comfort’’; but how true 
it is that very often our Lord wants to reveal his tender 
compassion through human arms that will draw a sor- 
rowing heatt close, and pour in the healing oil of Christ- 
filled love. We may become comforters with more 
and more power as we let Christ within show his love 
through us. 


- 


of the Heart 


powers, and life has not advanced because, after all, 

the issues of life are with the heart, and they have left 
it to take care of itself. If there is one teaching in the 
Bible that is preponderant, it is that the heart is the fo- 
cus of God’s greatest ahd most wonderful activities 
and that it is the most susceptible of change. 

Other changes may come to us in abundance and 
yet leave us much the same, but a change here seems 
to change everything else. Yet we live in the pres- 
ence of great promises which would revolutionize our 
lives with joy if we would let them, but we live among 
them as dwellers in the high Alps often do, untouched 
by the sublimity around them and engrossed with what 
is trivial and disappointing. So we endure low feel- 
ings, we carry along with us disturbed and angry and 
discouraged moods, and call this our natural lot, put- 
ting up with things God does not want us to put up 
with, We take as our punishment perhaps, and as all 
we deserve, a languid spirit or a dull, uninterested atti- 
tude tuward life, not knowing that God means for us 
a glowing heart and an eager spirit. Nothing makes 
the heart sink like the realization that we have no real 
ii.terest in anyt! ing. Unresponsiveness and i.differ- 
en.e weigh .aore heavily upon our life than direct 
hardships, ard we turn covetous eyes to other lives 
wh‘ch are full of interest and eagerness, and feel that 
tLeir brightness comes from the gift of a naturally 
sunny temperament, which has been denied us. What 
we admire as a sunny temperament is far more often 
a heart which has been cultivated to exclude the pas- 
sions and rule down the fears which beset us. 

A man of this seemingly sunny temperament was 
asked by a friend how it was that he always had such 
a brisk and cheerful attitude toward life, and his an- 
swer was, ‘‘When I was in college I was very morbid 
and despondent : I generally looked on the dark side 
of everything, and I found that this was getting to be 
my settled mood. So I just took the matter in hand 
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and schooled myself to look at things the other way, 
and now I find that the process is reversed. It is not 
easy to take the gloomy view of everything. It seems 
truer to the facts of life to be glad and happy toward 
them,”’ 

Many a man who is now the easy prey of jealousy, 
or spite, or despondency, or evil desire, treats these 
feelings as if he has no power over them. He recog- 
nizes their sinfulness, he makes many and determined 
efforts to crush them, and failing to do so, gives way 
to the belief that his heart is hopelessly bad. But 
nothing has befallen him but such as is common to 
men, He is not worse than other men except in his 
willing ignorance about how to deal with these things. 
Crush them one certainly cannot. But the nutriment 
which went to feed them can be diverted to other 
things, which will grow and outgrow these feelings. 
The hard heart and the darkened heart are commonly 
the result of starving certain emotions rather than of 
original and hopeless perversion. Let a man feed his 
deficient power for friendliness with little constant 
and deliberate acts of courtesy and cheerfulness toward 
each person he meets, and let him do this of set de- 
sign for a week, and he will find that his heart is as 
capable of enrichment as other men’s, He will also 
discover that others are far from being the unfriendly 
beings he supposed. Let the one who is accustomed 
to go to his task weighed down with the fear of tailure 
in it, approach each task with this test ; ‘*‘ How cheer- 
ful can I be in doing it?’’ Let him cease to ask how 
successful he is going to be, but instead just make 
sure of being cheerful about it, and it will be a sur- 
prise to him to see how the heart can be worked and 
made to do what we will. 
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For all those who are now at the mercy of their feel- 
ings there is a waiting revelation of how steady and 
reliable and resourceful God can make our hearts. 
The Stoic may tell us to repress and deny our feelings, 
but to the Christian they are a garden to be cultivated. 
The heart is one thing to the heathen and another to 
the Christian. The heathen can never know what 
will break out from it next. The Christian knows 
that it may become the home and treasury of all that 
is best in life. 

What now seems to us a hopeless medley and tan- 
gle of all kinds of feelings which cross and defeat each 
other is the very task which God loves, It seems a 
wonder that somewhere Christ did not call himself a 
Gardener. A certain writer has said that the best en- 
couragement to style is to have ‘‘a full rich matter to 
deal with.’ And we may be sure that God does not 
reject us because our hearts are full of all kinds of 
growths. He too loves a full rich matter to deal with, 
rather than a vacant heart. And these glooms and 
fears and doubts and agitations, these raptures and in- 
terests and hopes and affections and desires, only 
need the touch of a Master Spirit to make the richest 
life, The conquered gloom may be a finer thing than 
the natural sunniness which after a few years is all 
dimmed and tarnished. The interest which came of 
itself and in the uncultivated heart, died out of itself 
in a brief space, grows in the tended heart to be a pas- 
sion which both absorbs and develops our energies. 
When we think what God can do with our hearts, and 
what he is willing to do, we can never again dare to 
treat them as common ground or as unpromising ma- 
terial or as being mainly the seat of sorrow or disap- 
pointment. 





Rally Day Prize Winners 

By almost common consent New Year's Day has 
‘been selected as a ‘‘ Rally Day'’ for the individual. 
And many Sunday-schools will feel the power of the 
secret rallies that are going on in.the hearts of pastors 
and superintendents and teachers. 

But this beginning of another year is also a good 
time to test the real power of the 1913 Rally Day in 
‘your Sunday-school. The reports that have come to 
the Editors describing the Rally Days of the schools 
which were out for a place on The Sunday School 
Times Rally Day Honor List, show that follow-up 
plans were a big factor in the preparations. 

In the issue of November 29 was published the 
Honor List of schools having the highest percentage 
of their enrolment present. The plan was to have 
the Honor List include fifty schools*in each of four 
groups, graded according to the size of the enrolment. 
Prizes were offered for the best three articles telling 
‘‘ How We Won a Place on the Honor List.’’ Many 
inspiring reports were received, and the final choice 
of the prize articles, and of the order of the three se- 
lected, was a matter of real difficulty. 

One school to which Rally Day has always been an 
eagerly awaited occasion reported that the 1912 rally 
had set a new record attendance of 805. So favorable 
had been the conditions that year that it was thought 
the record would not be surpassed tor many years. 
Nevertheless the aim for 1913 was fixed at 900. The 
roll-call on Rally Day showed that of the fifty officers 
and teachers forty-nine were present, and the secre- 
lary reported a total attendance of 993. How the 
First Presbyterian Bible School of Auburn, New York, 
won these results is told by its superintendent, O. C. 
Ruley, and the first prize of twenty dollars is awarded 
for this article. 

A deplorable situation in his Sunday-school faced 
the pastor of the First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Beardstown, Illinois, when he returned at the end 
of July from a month's trip. A temperature of from 
90 to 108 Fahrenheit was one of the factors in bringing 
the school toa lowebb. But Rally Day plans were 
begun, and September 7 was selected as the day. 
‘When the school was called to order the thermometer 
stood at 99 in the shade, but 232 of the 260 mem- 
bers were in their places. The pastor, the Rev. P. 
C, Croll, describes the unusual experiences of this 
school, and the second prize of fifteen dollars is 
awarded for this article. 

A school of forty members, with but two teachers 
and no organist and little support from the church, 
did .not seem an encouraging outlook for the new 
pastor who came to Long Prairie, Minnesota, on 





August 31. 
of 57 on Rally Day, October 5, tell but a small part 
of the story of the transformation that took place in 


An enrolment of 59 and an attendance 


this school, ‘The third prize of ten dollars is awarded 
for the article about this school, written by the Rev. 
D. B. Ralston. 

No less inspiring has been the result in many other 
schools, and, in addition to the three prize-winning 
articles, a number of others will be published in the 
Times. In all these reports there is one outstanding 
feature that would scarcely be possible in any other. 
‘‘rally day’’ than that of the Sunday-school: the 
Boy Scouts and the Elders of the church, the young 
people and the pastor, the babies and the old folks 
in the Home Department were all a vital part of the 
rally, and the Sunday-school was ¢heiys. In some 
places the church leaders learned for the first time on 
the 1913 Rally Day what the Sunday-school was, and 
that it demanded their best thought and their lives, 

May the hope for the 1914 Rally Day be that our 
schools shall. increasingly hold up the Ensign, even 
Christ, to whom the youngest and oldest, the richest 
and poorest of the Father’s children shall gather. 


=< 
A Business Man Who “ Renounced All” 


A layman who has been used as few other men 
have in leading Christians into right methods of giv- 
ing appeals to men for the giving of themselves first, 
and then the holding of all their money in steward- 
ship. It was the example of another layman that 
helped him to catch this vision, —the example of the 
business man who has been writing in The Sunday 
School Times of his experiences in giving up trying 
to be a millionaire, and turning his business and his 
life over to Christ for administration. Many of this 
man’s business friends have been led through him to 
view money and the Kingdom with new eyes, The 
last article by this layman on ‘‘ The Sin that We're 
Afraid to Mention’’ appeared in the issue of August 
23, and was a searching arraignment of modern cov- 
etousness. He writes in this issue, on the facing 
page, on ‘‘ How Can a Man Best Send. His Money 
Ahead ?’’ concluding the series of six articles, 

A friend of this layman, himself a business man of 
large interests who recently caught the vision of mis- 
sions and stewardship, read these articles and ex- 
pressed the opinion that his friend did not lay enough 
emphasis upon ‘the size ef the deals he was able to 
handle.’’ ‘* Hehas not shown up his own business 
sufficiently to make the example as strong as it ought 
to be."" He also writes that if a reader should dis- 
cover that this layman owns thousands of acres of ‘farm 
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lands, and is still rich and getting richer, he might 
wonder how it could be that everything had been re- 
nounced and turned over to the Lord, 


As I understand his trust, he ed to use certain income 
from the original investment, with the understanding that a// 
the increase—not a tenth of it, but all the incre joes 10 
the Lord, and anything that has been acquired since his con- 
secration is accumulated for the Lord. His personal funds 
cannot grow ; the increase is God's, and I believe it is in- 
creasing. ‘Ihe farm is being run successfully, crops have been 
good, and the value of the land is increasing rapidly. None 
of the profit of this, however, goes to the man himse 

So the entire wealth of this business man is held in 
trust for his Master ; only a fixed income is reserved 
for the: sustenance of himself and his family. And 
the testimony of his life makes his word on this great 
matter of stewardship a word by which other disci- 
ples may well test their life plans, His personal 
confessions published in the Times have made it 
clear that he believes that God does not call all men 
to give up ten months of the year for direct Kingdom 
work, as he himself was called to do, But his prin- 
ciple of stewardship, as he reveals it in the testimony 
of this closing article, zs a call to every disciple. For 
Christ's claim on every Christian's possessions is the 
same, whether the possessions be few or many, and 
each one who holds all that he has as sacred to his 
Lord’s use may have a joyous testimony of unspeaka- 
ble blessing. 


a” 
Criticizing Without Judging 


We all. of us have to use our brains and judgment 
under certain circumstances in forming an estimate of 
our fellow-men. It may be a positive duty to know 
what others’ weaknesses are, as well as wherein their 
strength lies. Yet we are told plainly in the Scriptures 
not to judge others. What, then, are we to do about 
it? A Missouri reader seeks light on this practical 
problem as she asks : 

When does ‘‘criticism’’ become ‘‘judging’’ ; or what is 
the difference between these ? 

We have no right to condemn others. Judgment, 
in the sense of condemnation of the”individual life, 
belongs to God, not to men, ‘‘ Judge not, that ye be 
not. judged,’’ says’ our Lord. ‘Who art thou that 
judgest thy’ neighbor?’’ “asks James. Only “God. is 
competent,ta pass judgment,.as meaning condemna- 
tion, upon the lives of men. We may safely leave 
this to him ; we may never safely take it as individu- 
als into our own hands. The sentence of a judge on 
the bench is another matter: he is there to express 
the law of the commonwealth as related to the legal 
offenders who are brought before him, But he can 
do this as the representative of the law, while at the 
same time refraining as an individual from judging 
the person who is before him. ‘ 

Criticism, in the best sense of the term, is a con- 
sideration ot the qualities, the strength and the weak- 
ness, of that which is before us; and it can be exer- 
cised without condemnation of an individual, even 
when weakness is revealed. 

In their root meaning, the words criticism and 
judgment are practically the same; either one may 
stand for a wrong action or a right action. But as 
distinguished in the ways just suggested, one may 
criticise without judging: that is, he may form a dis- 
cerning estimate of the strength or the weakness of an 
individual, or of the qualities of the actions of that 
individual, without assuming to condemn the indi- 
vidual. Thus there are other Scripture passages that 
recognize or enjoin judging as a duty ; but, so far as 
judging in this: life is concerned, they may evidently 
be. understood as referring to the forming of estimates 
rather than the condemning of a life. 

Only the spirit of love can hold us true in this dis- 
tinction. One in whom the love of Christ abounds is 
kept by the power of Christ from the sin of judging 
his fellows even while discharging the duty, when it is 
laid upon him, of forming an estimate of their work 
or actions, 

lt 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


for men and ambition for useful service. Keep us from 

idly allowing graft to rule our politics and undermine 
our economic integrity. Put conscience into our social life, our 
business methods, and our personalaims. Bring it about that 
church membership shall mean ere Sting us out of 
our stagnation. Make the hand of God heavy on our con- 
science—as individuals and as a people. Let the furnace-heat 
of love melt our icy hearts and warm us to life and usefulness, 
Constrain us to feel concern for the people, and for the majes- 
tic interests of thy kingdom. Make the new year one of 
enhanced purity and power for good. Promote peace, right- 
eousness, evangelistic force, and the habits of lovingkindness, 
Let the nations cease to practise war. Let thy kingdom come, 


( see GOD, beget within us a consuming compassion 


and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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LESSON FOR JAN, II (Luke 10 : 1-24) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











M* last writing was about covetousness. Money 
is not the only thing that people covet, and to 
be rid of money and not have anything to do 
with it does not by any means solve the problem of 
covetousness. I have heard people say they didn’t 
care anything about money, didn’t want it. That's 
all nonsense. Yes, more than that, it's wrong. 
Everybody wants money, and should. In fact, men: 
are required in many cases to get it, and can serve‘no 
other worthy purpose, for to this they have been: 
called ; and they should take good care of it when 
they get it. But the mischief comes in loving money 
for its own sake, or in using it for unworthy purposes, 
or for purposes less worthy than it might be used for. 
Yes, it is not sufficient that it is merely not used for 
unworthy purposes, but it is wrong if itis not used 
for the most worthy end. 

The question now before us is to find the most 
worthy end and the most direct way. In this article we- 
are talking of man and money as related to God, and ° 
when it comes to this relationship man simply has 
no money, in the sense of being an owner at least. 
In the relationship between man and man there is a 
proprietorship, but not as between man and his 
Maker. ; 

When the law was given to Moses, Israel was under 
a theocracy ; man’s proprietorship was not contem- 
plated. Stewardship was the recognized relationship. 
All this was taken for granted, and under this condi- 
tion the teaching of the tithe could be fully under- 
stood. When Christ came a different statement had* 
to be made. In the meantime the theocracy had 
passed ; the kingdom was the prevailing: form of gov- 
ernment; the relations were not between man. and 
God ; they were between man and man, and pro- 
prietorship was supposed to be absolute. 


HRIST drew his disciples aside and told them of 
the exacting conditions of discipleship, the sum- 
ming up of which was, ‘‘So therefore whosoever 

he be of you that renounceth not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple.’’ Not a word about tithe 
there ; it is not the place for it ; it absolutely has no 
place in the economy of the Kingdom of Christ until 
this condition of discipleship is met, and we're simply 
making fools of men, mocking God, and distorting 
his Word, if we go about saying by inference or other- 
wise that a servant of God can hold a vast bunch ora 
small amount of: unconsecrated wealth, and honor 
God by giving him a tithe, while these men are hold- 
ing the unconsecrated pile. The men of the Church 
are caught with the goods on them. . 

Men think to-day that they have absolute owner- 
ship. Does the tithe have no place at. all then? 
Certainly it has, but let the order be as follows: 

First. —Renounce ownership. 

Second.—Accept stewardship. 

Third.—Say to God, ‘Give to me [give us this day 
our daily bread ;],’’ don’t ask God to beg of you. 

Fourth.—Never ask back more than you need ; if 
one tithe will do, don’t ask for two ; don’t fear to-ask 
for any real need, for you are asking of a loving 
Father who loves to give good gifts ; but see to it that 
you never ask for that sacred tenth to be applied to 
your personal needs, or to be used in the building up 
of any enterprise which even as God's steward you 
may be commissioned to undertake. We live only 
by dying. We will get only by giving. 


HE property is Christ's. He created it; we never 
did. We must not talk of giving tohim. We 
can’t give money ; we can only ‘‘renounce’’ an 

ownership that is purely an assumption. God is the 
only one who can give, and he gave it all to Christ. 
Our attitude therefore when it comes to a question of 
the real ownership of money is always that of asking 
and receiving, never of giving. 

But right here, lest some misunderstandings creep 
in, let us think of the possibilities of stewardship. Is 
the steward to throw money away, and renounce the 
care of it? No, not by any means. If his Lord has 
left him in charge of one, five, or ten talents, whatever 
the case may be, he must care for it with all diligence 
and wisdom. God doesn’t call all men to be stewards 
of property ; he chooses some to be apostles, and 
some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pas- 
tors and teachers; but just. as surely as he called 
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How Can a Man Best Send His Money Ahead ? 


A personal testimony by the business man who “was glad he stopped getting rich” 










some to be apostles (missionaries) and some pastors, 
he has called some to be professional men and some 
to be merchants, and who can say he is not honored 
when the merchant builds large for him, —yes, builds 
an immense fortress for him, secures a place awe ~ at 
the apex of.commercial supremacy for him, and. stand- 
ing thus at that place of vantage causes the commercial 
tower to be a real fortress for Christ and Christianity, 
buitt* out of his material, held subject to his order, 
and..to be used only for his glory. 

He may dress that steward sometimes in some very 
costly robes ; he may house him in a mansion for he 
may have need of him, that in this manner he too 
may~ be a missionary to those imprisoned in the 
mountain fastness of worldliness and selfishness and 
so-called Away-Up Society, almost as effectually shut 








Does Your Giving Meet This Test? 


A few-years ago two friends were earnestly talking 
together in the office of one of them about Christian 
stewardship... The visitor was urging upon his friend 
the claims of Christ on his disciples to renounce all for 
Him. This business man, who was then making plans to 
increase the capitalization of his business to half a mil- 
lion: dellars, was greatly stirred by the other layman’s 
picture of the need on the mission field. ‘‘ Here are three 
hundred dollars for the work,’ he said to his friend. 


** No, thank you,” came the quick reply. ‘1 am not 
collécting.tips for the Lord. Keep your three hundred 
dollars, and when you are ready to give yourself to this 
thing-let me know.” 


They separated. In a short time a letter came from 
the business man. He had come to the place of giving 
himself; and he told his friend that he was ready to have 
the Lord call on him forany amount of money, to the last 
cent*he possessed. 





The man who thus won his friend to ‘‘ renouncing all 
that he had ”’ is the layman who here sets forth his per- 
soral:convictions about a Christian’s use of money. He 
did not call for his friend’s ‘‘last cent,”? but urged him 
to keep om and make a million if he could, and adminis- 
ter the money for his Lord. ‘Is my life a living witness 
to my friends of what a Christian steward ought to be 
and of what real giving to missions means ?” is a ques- 
tion-that this layman’s example may well call forth. 


In: March of the new year the Christians in the 
churches of America are to be tested as perhaps never 
before in this matter of giving. The ‘‘ United Mission- 
ary Campaign,’’ under the auspices of the Home and 
Foreign Mission Boards of North America, is aiming to 
promote a nation-wide, simultaneous, every-member 
canvass for missions, to be heldin March. The purpose 
of.the canvass is to enlist every communicant as a 
weekly giver to missions. One of the great missionary 
leaders writes : ‘‘ This idea is taking hold in all parts of 
the country, and among nearly all denominations, and 
is likely to prove the greatest piece of practical, co- 
operative work the churches have yet done in this 
country.’” Interdenominational missionary conferences 
are now being held, and probably five hundred of these 
will-have met before the canvass of individual members 
is held at the close of the campaign. 


Sunday-school leaders should be alive to this unparal- 
leled opportunity to tie together more closely missions. 
and the Sunday-school. For the every-member canvass, 
to be complete, should include each member of the Sun- 
day-school. Even the Cradle Roll members may be 
enlisted as weekly contributors of one cent each. 


Many suggestions for stimulating missionary interest 
in the Sunday-school were included in the article on 
** What is the Best Program for Missionary Day?” in 
last week’s issue of the Times. The article by Mr. W. 
T. Ellis, ‘* How to Promote Christian Publicity,”’ on page 
805 of this issue, also gives hints that will be useful in 
stimulating the missionary spirit in the school. 


And back of all our work to enlist others in right giv- 
ing, may there be the burning testimony of our own lives 
that will join the testimony of this business man who 
has counted all to be loss that he might make his Lord 
known to others..- 


away from the real message of the gospel as if they 
were in Thibet. d 

Yes, you say, this is all very interesting, but I am 
not a missionary or a minister or a millionaire. Well, 
you ought to try to be. And right here let us say for 
the benefit of the fellow who thinks his poverty is a 
virtue, that there is many a man who doesn't have 
two dollars that he can rub together who is going 
about pharisaically condemning the prosperous while 
he is gripped as a Dives by that lust adultery— 
‘«covetousness’’—and is just as mean a miser as if 
he had millions, I hear people say sometimes that 
the ‘‘ widow's mite’’ story is overworked. Well, no, 
I don't think it is overworked, but I think there is 
many a fellow who goes about proud of his humility, 
telling how humble and poor he is, because he has 
gluttonously eaten up all the goods the Master left 
him in charge of except about two mites, and then 
piously considers himself a second edition of the 
widow when he gives that. No, the story is not over- 
worked, for in the great economy of God there is tre- 
mendous power in the prayer-vitalized gift of the op- 
pressed poor, but I do think the story of the rich fool 
is underworked. If there were a hundredth part as 
many persunal applications made of the ‘‘rich tool’’ 
story as of the ‘‘ widow's mite’’ story, the treasury of 
missionary enterprises would be mightily bulged. 


STARTED out in this series of articles to give you a 
personal confession, and now I will give a personal 
testimony and then I am through. I came to 

the place in business where if I were to make another 
loop in the circle of commercial activities, it would 
have to be a big one. I was yet a young man; had 
mapy years on the sunny side of the hill of life. 
If another sphere of activity was going to be opened 
up that would map out a good long stiff course of 
hard work to fill up the expected measure of life, it 
ought to be a good broad one ; but before starting on 
it I simply felt that I could not go out without asking 
God two things: First, will you hold me fast while 
Idoit? Next, is it the thing that you want me to do 
now? Had I felt convinced that I was to remain in 
the money-making business for him, I naturally would 
have spent some time in looking. over the field of 
opportunities. If he wanted me to undertake some 
other work, he naturally would wish me to look over 
that field of opportunities, ‘ Well,’’ I said, ‘‘ the big- 
gest field of opportunity in the direct work of the Lord 
is of course the whole world in which we live, and we 
will go and look at it first.’’ 


E talked the matter over ; bought tickets for all 
the family and started around the world. Be- 
fore we went we made this definite promise to 

God, —that if in any part of the world he would show 
us a place where he would rather that we be used, and 
where he could use us to greater advantage than to 
have us return and go into business again, we would 
obey him. If, however, he wanted us to return and 
run business, all its output would go into Christian 
work. Wewent. We saw the missionary fields. I 
have told you in former articles of some of the things 
that we did see. We had not gotten half-way round 
the world until we were absolutely convinced that, so 
far as we were concerned, God meant us to give our 
time from this time on directly to the activities that 
would make known to the world its Saviour. 

There is an infinite number of other good things 
that may be of service in the kingdom, But my clear 
conviction now is, and as I speak I’m thinking of the 
day when I'll be with my Lord forever : from the wit- 
ness he has given me as I’ve seen much of this world 
which is his, and from the witness he has given me 
from the Bible which is his Holy Word, and from the 
witness of the Holy Spirit, I am persuaded, and I am 
staking my life on this conviction, that when the last 
day of my service in his vineyard has been filled, 
when the last dollar he left in my trust has been spent, 
when I meet my Lord in the mansions, it will please 
him best if it has ail been done that the lost of this 
world who have never heard the name of Jesus Christ 
the Lord may know that 


** There is a fountain filled with blood, 
]brawn from Immanuel’s veins, 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains,’ 
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The month's review of recent archeological notes 
and their bearing on Bible problems 





Israel’s Psalms, and Her Neighbor’s Hymns 
HEREIN lies the difference between the relig- 
ious literature of the Bible—for example, of the 
Psalms or other poetical portions—and the re- 
ligious literature of other ancient peoples, their prayers 
and hymns and penitential effusions? The needs of 
human souls are granted to be much the same the 
world over and throughout the ages ; poetical genius 
is a matter of individuals rather than of peoples or 
ages ; there remain differences of inspiration and dif- 
ferences of development. Whether the differences in 
question are due to the one or to the other chiefly is 
one of the most mooted questions among critics and 
theologians to-day. 

It seems to me that a few lines of comparison of 
facts is worth volumes of the comparison of: the argu- 
ments, The book of Psalms furnishes one set of facts 
for comparison ; a recent publication of a great mass 
of hymns and prayers and penitential psalms from 
some bi-lingual inscriptions from the Orient furnishes 
another set of facts. Allow me to select a typical 
passage in form, and one of the best in matter, from 
these translated texts, and under it print a character- 
istic passage from one of the penitential psalms, and 
leave the comparison and conclusion to the reade: 
without a word of comment from me : 


‘¢ Turn thine eye with favor upon me,’’ may it say to thee! 


*¢ Turn thine eye with favor toward me,’’ may it say to thee | 

‘« Thy heart be at rest,’’ may it say to thee ! 

* ‘Thy spirit be at peace,’’ may it say to thee! 

May thy’ heart, like the heart of a mother who hath 
given birth, be glad, and like a mother who hath 
given birth, like a father who hath begotten, may 
it be glad again. 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 

lovingkindness : 
According to the multitude of thy tender. mer, 
cies blot out my transgressions, 

Wash me, thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
‘And cleanse me from my sin, 

For I know my transgressions ; 

‘And my sin is ever before me. 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 

‘And done that which is evil in thy sight ; 

That thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, 

. . And be clear when thou judgest (Psa. 54: 1-4). 

Th. J. Meek, Cuneiform bi-lingual Hymns, Prayers, and 

Penitential Psalms, in the ‘ Beitrage zur Assyriologie, 

Heft I, 1913. 


The Heathen ‘‘ Scapegoat” ‘ 

T HAS been-represented that the idea of the scape- 
goat was well known among the Babylonians en- 
tirely aside from its incorporation into the Mosaic 

ritual. S. H. Langdon, after a careful examination 
of the alleged instances, and they are very many, 
claims very positively that none of them contain the 
Mosaic idea of the scapegoat, which carried away 
the sins of the people and was sent into the wilder- 
ness, but that, on the contrary, the so-called scape- 
goat of the Babylonians was offered for an individual, 
was s/ain, its various farts were laid upon the corre- 
sponding parts of the offerer that the evi: spirit might 
pass into the sacrific, which was then thrown away in 
a desolate place. : 
' This is very clear and satisfying. But it is well not 
to attach too much importance to such archeological 
facts in biblical discussions. In this case, despite all 
the radical differences here pointed out between these 
Babylonian sacrifices and the Mosaic scapegoat, 
there still does remain one essential resemblance 


which will probably appear to most people to be the , 


heart of the whole matter ; namely, the bearing away 
of the evil to an uninhabited place. 

Discovery in heathen religions of resemblance to 
things found in revelation, while most interesting and 
ofttimes helpful, has no real bearing upon the ques- 
tion of an objective revelation. The peculiarity of 
revelation is not that it incorporates no good found 
elsewhere, but that it omits all evil found elsewhere, 
and contributes none of its own. So that efforts to 
disprove the claim of discovery in heathen religions 
of elements of the revelation from God are not only 
very foolish, but quite gratuitous. This may be ac- 
cepted as a universal fact; that the good and true is 
God's everywhere. Its appropriation by the Egyp- 
tians or Babylonians or any other heathen gives them 
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When a discovery is made that a heathen nation of 
ancient times used in its worship practises similar 
to those that Jehovah revealed to Israel, how is the 


Bible narrative affected 2? Why such similarities 
are not disturbing to the truth of revelation, and 
how vast the differences between Israel’s inheritance 
and that of her neighbors, may be seen in the evi- 
dence of the facts that Dr. Kyle discusses. 








no proprietorship in it nor debars God from his own. 
There is not a single rite of the Old Dispensation or 
the New that has not been used in idolatrous worship 
by some people, and scarcely anything in heaven 
above or the earth beneath ‘: of which likeness has not 
been made that men should bow down to it and wor- 
ship it’’ (Bible Student, January, 1901). We may al! 
be glad to know the facts concerning the so-called 
‘« Babylonian scapegoat.’’ But they would be just 
as welcome if they had been otherwise. _ Facts _never 
do have any terrors for the truth. 


S.. H. Langdon, Expository Times, 1912, XXIV, pp. 
9-13. 
Completing Hammurabi’s Code 


R. LANGDON has also discovered at Constanti- 
nople among the tablets from Nippur one con- 
taining a part of the Code of Hammurabi, sec- 

tions 145-180 for the most part. This adds another 
to the many fragments of that great code which have 
been found quoted elsewhere. Little by little these 
many fragmentary quotations from the great Code are 
supplying the portions which are missing on the 
great monument of Hammurabi. Finally, it is hoped 
that all the missing portions will thus be supplied, and 
we will have the code complete. 

Father Schiel, C. R. Acad, Inscriptions, 1912, ipage 169. 


Why They All Agree on This 
HE latter part of the route of the Exodus, that 
from Sinai to the crossing of the Jordan, is not 
properly open to the ordinary Eastern traveler. 
It is beset with so many difficulties and dangers as 
to be, hitherto, almost a closed way even to the scien- 
tific explorer. Since the time when the adventurous 
Professor Palmer made his careful examination there 
have been but few who have left valuable records for 
the Bible student: Dr. Trumbull in 1881 and Pro- 
fessor Hoskins in 1909, and now a recent research 
expedition by J.’ Ecole Biblique, a Dominican institu- 
tion at Jerusalem. The work of Dr. Trumbull has 
long been before the public and is well kpown to 
readers of The Sunday School Times ; that of Pro- 
fessor Hoskins has recently been reviewed in these 
notes. It will not be necessary to go into much de- 
tail in the review of L’ Ecole Biblique, for there is a 
very gratifying peculiarity of all the reports of scien- 
tific workers in that region which is indeed the one 
reason for this review note. It is most gratifying to 
see that there is the most absolute harmony of obser- 
vation and conclusion of these scientific workers one 
with another and each with the biblical account. The 
inclination toward speculation, and the disposition to 
challenge the biblical account, arise among those who 
have not been over the ground, 
R. P. R. Savignac, ‘*Revue Biblique,’’ July, 19173, 
page 429. 


Ancient Witness-Bearing and Modern Courts 


HAT the decalogue should enjoin truthfulness in 
the special form of witness- bearing, and incor- 
porate it into the religious life, is as exactly in 

accord with fundamental truth as it is out of touch 
with the flagrant untruthfulness of modern life, and 
the non-religious, not to say irreligious, practises of 
witness-bearing in vogue in our courts. Even an- 
cient nations and peoples could teach us much on 
such matters aside from anv special guidance of God. 
There is something very interesting on this subject in 
a recent discussion of contract tablets from. Tello, 
from the time when the cuneiform writing still re- 
tained something of its hieroglyphic character, and so 
presented pictures of some things. In these particu- 
lar contracts there is mention of witnesses, and it is 
pointed out that the writing of the expression for wit- 
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Archeology on Man’s Ways and God’s Revelation 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


ness represents a man prostrate in adoration, showing 
clearly that in those early times, or previous to those 
times at least, witness-bearing was regarded as a reli- 
gious act. 

What consternation the advent of such an idea 
would produce in one of our police courts, or in a 
divorce court, or still more in the trial of some rich 
criminal! If witnesses of to-day, instead of nodding 
assent to the mumbling of an oath which they have 
not heard, were required to prostrate themselves in 
worship before God, there would be some very differ- 
ent stories told in court. 

Professor S. A. B. Mercer, Journal of the American 
Oriental Society, XX XIII, April, 1913. 


Seen Through a Hole in a Heathen Shrine 


Sia) the ancient heathen world, in its conception 
of God, literally ‘‘sat in darkness,’’ and that 
the revelation of God to be Saviour of the world 
was as the ‘‘Light’’ receives fresh confirmation at 
almost-every discovery of shrine or temple. The be- 
ginning of the revelation of God as ‘‘ Light’’ at the 
Bush had special reference to the darkness of the re- 
ligion of Egypt, amidst which Israel sat. There every 
temple presented the approach to the place of the 
god as one of ever-increasing narrowness and gloom 
until the worshiper came to the shrine where the : god 
remained in perpetual darkness. But this darkness 
has its illustration among nations round about Egypt 
also, 

The latest and most striking example of it is in the 
shrines of the Mithraic mysteries.. In the Mithraea 
at Heddernheim such a shrine is found; to which all 
access is closed, but in, the slab that closes: the.en- 
trance a conical hole. is cut through which: the wor- 
shipers could peep into the gloom to see—a.-monster! 
the body ef aman with the. head of a lion.and the 
wings of a bird, and with a serpent. coiled about him. 
This is but an intensifying of the idea that God dwells 
in darkness and is dangerous, the idea that pervaded 
all idolatrous religions of that part of the ancient 
world. Only an objective revelation at the Bush is 
adequate to account for the radical change in the con- 
ception of God that came there when God appeared 
as Light and Saviour, 

F, Legge, Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Arche- 
ology, xxxiv, 1912, pp. 125-142. 


Where Jesus Was a Child 


AZARETH, at the Fountain! Look at these 
young matrons. Some are tidy, attractive, 
beautiful, One likes to think that Mary, when 


she came to this same fountain day by day for water, 
was like one of these—not a slattern like these others, 
and like so many Oriental women. And this bright 
lad, of pleasant countenance and. big, lustrous eyes 
and such manly, polite ways, Jesus must have been 
such a lad, only better still. Meditation by the 
Fountain seems to bring us nearer the childhood: of 
the Christ than does any other experience. At Beth- 
lehem he is a baby, and a baby seems to belong. to 
the other world. But here the child begins to-speak, 
the babe from the other world is introduced to us, 
The age-long line of matrons and little boys that have 
come here with the procession of the centuries brings 
down to our very eyes in these Christian days some- 
thing very like the scenes of the childhood days of the 
Christ in Nazareth. ‘ 
Blessed haunts of the child who ‘‘ grew in wisdom 
and in stature, and in favor with God and man.’’ 
Here he knew our daily trials from that. early child- 
hood, though we in our selfish forgetfulness grow to 
despise them and to laugh at the troubles of the little 
ones. He does not so, His baby feet’ pattered 
over the hot stones of these dusty streets. The boy 
met a boy’s trials among boys of this town. Was.not 
one purpose of this young life here to teach us that 
he is a child’s Saviour also, even as he said long after- 
ward, ‘‘Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not’’? Up this street, on the hill- 
side, we may see, in a carpenter shop as we watch the 
carpenter at his work, how he also shoved the saw and 
drew the shaving-knife making door-frames for the 
houses and plows for the farmers. About this even- 
ing hour he trudged his way home and said, . ‘‘ Mother, 
I am tired.’’ But time. passes quickly and soon the 


























LESSON FOR JAN, II (Luke 10: 1-24) 


tragic experiences of life are upon him. If we climb 
this steep street we may look down from the hill from 
‘which some of the boys wifo grew up with him, now 
grown men like himself, said : Is not this the son of 
a carpenter? don’t we know the family? and tried to 
fling him over this precipice. Such is envy, that 
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began by slaying Abel and stopped by slaying the 
Christ. These rambles in his footsteps make us un- 
derstand the full significance of the words: ‘‘In all 
points tempted like as we,'’ the little points as well as 
the great points. 

From the author's Palestine note-book, 1912. 











“ They are yours, not mine; they are written in Christ’s name in the hope that a 


little help will be given to you.” 


Thus wrote Dr, Miller to one of his correspondents 


in telling her that he would be happy if the help could be passed on to others. The 
plan to have at least one of Dr. Miller’s personal letters published almost every week 
during 1914 in The Sunday School Times will be welcomed by those to whom these 
letters were written, by the thousands who know Dr, Miller through his letters, and 


by others who will share the blessing of them for the first time. 


The reading of 


the two letters that begin the series will suggest why one correspondent treasured 
Dr. Miller’s letters for twenty-five years, and literally wore them out in re-reading them. 


What Duty Comes First ? 


ET me answer at once one of the points in your 
letter by saying that I have no question what- 
ever about duty when it comes between one’s 

daily occupation and what may seem to be religious 
tasks. Our first work is the work which comes to us 
in our ordinary vocation. Putting it directly, you find 
it necessary, as I suppose, to have your daily work in 
the telegraph office.- You have to be faithful to this. 
You cannot abridge your hours nor lighten your work: 
So long as this is the way you earn your livelihood, it 
is plainly the duty which God gives you to do. This 
work is as much part of your Christian life as your 
prayer-meetings or your Sundayservices. You cannot 
be less than diligent. 

God wants us to do whatever we can besides the 
tasks of our daily vocation. So long as you had 
strength for it, and had the opportunity, it was your 
duty evidently to conduct a certain religious work— 

- your King's ‘Daughters’and other societies arid your 
church work. . But if you. are not strong enough to do 
poth, there is not the slightest doubt as to which one 
-you should give up. You cannot lay down your daily 
tasks, for it is by these that you earn your daily bread. 
The others are to be done only in case you have time 
and strength for the doing of them. 

I know some people might say this was a little ir- 
religious. Some people interpret the Master's word, 
** Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness,’” as meaning that our religious duties are first. 
But this is a mistaken way of interpreting the instruc- 
tion. Only a few Sundays since I spoke on this sub- 
ject in a sermon and said distinctly that there are 
times when one would commit a sin even to gp to 
church. I itstanced the case of a physician with 
patients who- needed his attention at the hours of 
church service, and said that the doctor would com- 
mit a sin if he neglected his patients that he might 
attend a communion service. Another instance I gave 
was that of a mother whose sick child needed her at- 
tention all day on Sunday, and I said that she would 
also commit a grievous sin against God if she left 
her child to attend a missionary meeting or any other 
kind of religious service. The ‘‘ kingdom of God"’ 
which we are to seek first is the duty of the hour. 

“ I am not preaching to you—I am not your pastor ; 
but what I have said I am sure is true. I want to 
help you to see that you will commit no sin if you lay 
@own certain work which you have been doing and 
which you have loved todo. If you cannot do it 
without injuring your health and unfitting you for 
your ordinary duties, it is not your duty at all, but 
some other one’s. I was talking only last Saturday 
with a young woman who is a teacher in the High 
School and has a class of boys in our Sunday-school, 
She works very hard in teaching, for she is also taking 
a special course of instruction herself to fit her better 
for her work as teacher. This special course fills 
some of her afternoons and part of her Saturdays. 
The result is that she really is not strong enough to 
teach a class of rollicking boys on Sunday. afternoon. 
She has tried it now for six months, and each Monday 
feels unfit for her school work after the strain and 
pressure of the Sunday. I told her that very clearly 
her duty is to give up her Sunday-school class, much 
as she loves it. The other she cannot give up—it is 
the work God has given her to do, by which she earns 
support for herself and her mother. 

I am very glad to. know about your life, and I want 


to assure you of the deepest interest. I never shall 
forget you. It must be ten or eleven years now since 
I was in California, but I remember vividly the time 
when you spoke to me at the Western Union Tele- 
graph Office in the Palace Hotel, I remember well 
the talks I had with you then during the few days I 
was in San Francisco. I remember your visit to 
Philadelphia the following summer. I have kept you 
in my heart all these years among my closest and best 
friends. Your life has been full of good things. You 
have been a benediction to many young people. You 
have guided many steps into the paths of truth and 
right. I want to assure you of loving remembrance 
and the deepest interest in all that you are doing. I 
am always glad to have you write, but I must not 
burden you with requests to write frequently when 
you have so much to do, 


ae 


Getting Along with Folks 


T certainly has been a comfort to me to know that 
this year has. been a little easier for you because 
of the slight help which I have been able to give 

you. ‘I'want always to stay in your life and to be to 
you a true friend, helping you over any hard place, 
giving you a little encouragement and strength when 
the burdens are heavy. 

Referring to your position, the more fully you can 
forget the unpleasant features of your environment 
and live without being self-conscious regarding them, 
the better it will be for you. It seems to me that we 
may learn to cast all these things upon God, asking 
him to take them and make them work together tor 
good. I have learned this lesson so completely that 
I chide myself if I ever find that I am worrying about 
anything in my affairs or in the affairs of others in 
which I am concerned. Of course, I must do my part 
always, my duty, the bit of God's will that comes to 
me moment by moment ; but all the rest I must put 
into the hands of God, all the tangles, the perplexi- 
ties, the unpleasant things, the hurts which are given 
by others, knowing that he will take them and out of 
them will make something good. This is a wonder- 
ful comfort, and it strengthens one’s mind immeasur- 
ably to know it. 


I am sure that you have learned the lesson yourself 


in a great measure, but perhaps in the matter to which 
you refer with regard to the superintendent, you may 
yet carry the lesson a little farther. Try it at least. 
Each morning lay all in God’s hands. Do nothing 
which would Seem to intensify the trouble. Keep 
near Christ and ask him to guide you at all times, and 
to bless you in all your associations and fellowships. 
Then let him take care of the unpleasant things. 
There is a good illustration in one of Dr, Park- 
hurst’s recent books. He tells of a workman who 
was in a trolley-carone day. As the door was opened 
and shut it squeaked. The workman quietly got up 
and, taking a little can from his pocket, dropped some 
oil upon the offending spot, saying as he sat down, 
**T always carry an oil-can in my-pocket; for there are 
so many squeaky ‘things in’ this world that a little 
oil will help.’’ : “Dr; Parkhurst’ applies this to life; say: 
ing that love is an anti-irritant, that we can soften a 
great many attacks and prevent a great many un- 
pleasant frictions if we always have love and will 
speak-the gentle word, the soft word, the kindly word, 
at the right time. I used the illustration recently in 
my church in a sermon, and suggested to the people 
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that they all carry oil-cans, thus trying to make the 
world a little sweeter place to live in, 

May God bless you in all your life and make you 
very happy. 


It will add greatly to the enjoyment of Dr, Miller's let- 
ters if the reader is enrolled in the *‘ League of the Golden 
Pen,’’ or at least carries out the plan of that league to 
write at least one letter a month with the ‘‘ golden pen.’’ 
An article telling how the league originated, what it 
stands for, and how members are enrolled appeared in 
last week's issue of the Times. 

Have you ever received a letter from Dr, Miller, or 
shared one that he wrote to others? If so, the Editor 
would be glad to have you write him of what the letter or 
letters have meant to you and to your friends. 
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How to Promote Christian Publicity 
By William T. Ellis 


HERE is one wonderful way whereby every Chris- 
tian may extend his influence immeasurably, 
and count for all the things which make for 

righteousness in the world. 

That way is to co-operate with the press in Chris- 
tian publicity, 

This is not a plan for experts. It is work for the 
average church-member. What this article suggests 
is practicable for everybody everywhere. 

The aim of Christian publicity is to co-operate with 
the press in securing adequate, intelligent, and sym- 
pathetic presentation of the real news, local and gen- 
eral, of the church. 

A good publicity worker keeps himself in the back- 
ground, and lets his work speak. . 

‘There should be no effort to circulate anything for 
which there is not real warrant as honest news. The 
activities of the church are great enough, and diversi- 
fied enough, and inherently interesting enough, to 
stand on their own feet as news. 

Christian publicity is not a scheme for ‘‘ working*’ 
the press. It is a sincere and open endeavor to co- 
operate with periodicals of all kinds. 


What is News ?—Whatever is new and important 
is news. 

New forms of service, new workers, new organiza- 
tions, new buildings, new members, new gifts, and 
the unclassifiable and unpredictable, —this is church 
news, 

Whatever in a church touches the life of a consid- 
erable number of persons is news, Thus all civic, 
state, denominational or interdenominational, organi- 
zations are a prolific source of news. 

Routine announcements—as that the regular serv- 
ices are to be held and the regular minister is to 
preach—are wof news. They are advertisements, and 
preferably to be inserted as such. The filling. of 
newspaper columns with these ‘‘ notices,’’ as typieal 
of church news, has given the world an inadequate 
and misleading impression of the church's mission 
and activities, 

The congregation’s work is a more prolific source 
of publicity than the pastor's words. 

‘*Human interest’’ items— concerning veterans 
in service, unusual forms of endeavor, and work in 
jails, almshouses, hospitals, etc.—are a good sort of 
news, 

Special church days always afford opportunity for 
publicity. 

Visitors who are idertified with special forms. of 
Christian work are a proper occasion for publicity. 

Every new missionary who appears in a community 
affords ‘‘ copy’’ for at least one article. 

Kingdom news is good news, and often better worth 
printing than local items. Every congregation is a 
branch agency of a world-wide work, and there is a 
sound warrant for printing locally the great news about 
world-wide missions. 

This sort of news, in the form of incidents, statis- 
tics, and important generalizations, may be obtained 
from the missionary magazines and from the mission- 
ary boards. It may also be secured by newspapers 
from various syndicates. 

But only local men can get it into local papers. 

Good publicity also insures editorial comment upon 
religious news and tendencies. It helps to give 
Christianity its place in the eyes of the world. 


What to Do with News,—Every congregation should 
have a publicity committee, preferably one layman: or 
young woman. The Young People’s Society or the 
Adult Bible Class might voluriteer'this serviee; The 
local church advertising should also be handled by 
this committee, 

These committees should co-operate with, or con- 
solidate as, a community publicity committee of lay- 
men for the city, town, or county. Such a commit- 
tee should- have charge of-financing and preparing any 
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general advertising project undertaken by the united 
churches, 

Have a definite understanding with the local edi- 
tors as to what they desire. They will be found ready 
for any fair co-operation, 

Furnish typewritten copy. 

Treat all the newspapers in the community alike. 

Beware of personal omy or self-advertisement. 
Self-praise does not exalt the Kingdom. 

Give the editor advance information of news, 

Help him get pictures when possible. 

Keep news brief, 

The success of publicity is not measured by the 
length of the articles printed, but by the impression 
upon the readers. Better four small items than one 
long one. 

The occasional person can write religious news for 
the great magazines, 

Having done all—keep on doing it/ The grace of 
continuance is a fundamental virtue in publicity work. 


About Religious Advertising.—The day of the 
church's mendicancy is at its sunset. 

- Christianity is no longer asking favors of the press. 
It is good-naturedly requiring its rights.: 

What is the business of the church to say to the 
public, it pays for, business-fashion, just as it pays for 
the sign at the church door, 

Announcements of the place, time; and character 
of meetings are the business end of the church. ‘These 
belong in the advertising column ; reports of what a 
church has actually done belong in the news column, 
as a matter of right and not of courtesy. 

The concerted invitation of all the churches of a 
community to all the people should be printed as dis- 
play advertisements, and paid for. That is the new 
way (and only way) of reaching all the men and 
women who do not attend church. When the church 
pays for printing her plea to the people, she gives 
clear proof of the sincerity of her interest in them. 

Wherever the churches regularly advertise, it is 
fasiest to secure sympathetic publicity on a large scale 
for, all classes of church news.: 


‘Phe Religious Press.— Every Christian family 
should 'subseribe for a religious paper! The impor- 
tunce of this‘ is stressed.': Such a publication is really 
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necessary for the dissemination of the news of the 
church the world around, and for inspiration to Chris- 
tian living. 

The promotion of the circulation of Christian litera- 
ture is a far-reaching and proper service for publicity 
workers, 

Real news and helpful methods should be sent 
regularly to the church paper. 

Hospitals, jails, asylums, etc., should be kept sup- 
plied with church papers, 

Writing to the Editor.—Investigation has shown 
that editors of daily newspapers are troubled by lack of 
co-operation on the part of church people. As a rule 
they do not hear from them—except when they ask 
for something ! 

Every newspaper reader can be of service to the 
public and to the church by telling his editor what he 
thinks of the way his paper handles religious subjects, 

Is it doing well? Say so. 

Is it not doing well? Say so, with particulars. 

If the church news is too petty and local, too one- 
sided, too neglectful of big Kingdom movements, 
Say so, : 

If you would like special religious features, like a 
Sunday-school lesson, a missionary or social service 


department, a Bible study column, a young people’s 


feature, a weekly sermon, —say so. 

The editor must run his own paper, but he will prize 
the counsel of every fair-minded reader. Many edi- 
tors fail to print religious matter simply because they 
have never heard any demand for it. 

If the church folk sincerely want religious news, let 
them express that desire in courteous, friendly fashion. 

And when you know any real news, upon any sub- 
ject whatsoever, write to the editor about that too. 
He will learn that church people are friends worth 
having. ' 





This article has been printed in pamphlet form under the auspices of 
the “ United Missionary Campaign,” and may be ordered without cost 
from the denominational mission boards. Portions of the article may 
be reprinteu in your local newspaper. At least show it to the editor 
and ask him to supplement its suggestions. The science of Christian 
enw and methods may be feund set forth at length in “‘ The 

nurch and the Press,”” which is the Report of the Publicity Commis- 
sion of the Men and Religion Congress. It is published by the Asso- 
ciation Press, and may be ordered through dedeeninhtional publishing 
housés' or local bookstores (50 cents). 
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By the Rev. Frank Johnson "sr 0f The Sunder 
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Radically different at some points from the present system in America, the Graded 
courses proposed by the British Section of the International Lesson Committee may 
help to give light at certain points of difficulty in the American plan. This discus- 
sion of the general situation on the Graded problem in Great Britain, by one of the 
Sunday-school leaders of that country, is welcome and timely. 


HE graded movement in British Sunday-schools 
is very widely felt, and has been in progress for 
nearly ten years. 

The idea of gradation was always implicit, even in 
the pre-graded era, The International Uniform Les- 
son was never taught in a uniform way to all grades 
inaschool, Teachers were compelled by the active 
human nature with which they have to deal to adapt 
their lessons to the needs of their scholars. - If they 
did not do this, they failed to secure the attention of 
the class. All lesson writers, too, framed their helps 
in a different way for infants, juniors, and seniors, so 
that right along grading has been implicit in the so- 
called ‘‘ uniform’’-lesson, though it was expected to 
be wrought out by teachers themselves, 

Of late years, however, it has been strongly felt that 
the instinctive and irregular practise of teachers should 
be made the prevailing habit, and should ve scientific- 
ally directed. The born teacher can grade his own 
lesson, but such teachers are few, and the mass will 
teach better if their material has been chosen by ex- 
pert minds with some regard to the interests of the 
children that have to be taught. 

Some ten years ago The Sunday School Chronicle 
recognized the necessity for action in Great Britain by 
issuing special courses for seniors, These were, fol- 
lowed by special courses designed for beginners and 
primaries, modeled upon the experiments made in 
America. Then came the appointment of Mr. G. 


‘Hamilton Archibald as Extension Lecturer of the 


British Sunday School Union. His lectures created a 
profound impression, and have led to a change which 
can truly be described as a revolution, In hundreds 
of. schools throughout the country the primary de- 
partments have been reorganized. on Froebelian 


principles, and the Sunday kindergarten has now be- 
come an ordinary feature of every up-to-date school. 
It is estimated that to-day there are at least twelve 
hundred well-organized primary departments in the 
country, and that the young helpers employed in 
these departments, and being educated in the best of 
all ways to. become teachers, number over thirty 
thousand. 

Primary. associations have been formed in many 
parts of the country, and the annual primary confer- 
ences, organized by Mr. Archibald and his colleagues 
in conjunction with the Sunday School Union, rank 
among the most important and influential of any held 
in the country. 

Another result of the campaign for reform has been 
the work at Westhill, Selly Oak, Birmingham, There, 
thanks to the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Barrow Cad- 
bury, a training institution for leaders has been at 
work for five or six years. Some hundred and fifty 
young women have been trained, and are now at work 
leading and, inspiring the schools and churches with 
which they are connected. Some have become paid 
lecturers, and in connection with the National Primary 
Committee are extending the knowledge of the move- 
ment by. demonstrations, lectyres, conferences, etc. 

So successful, has Westhill been that it has. become 
necessary to face the erection of a new building. An 
interdenominational committee has been formed, and, 
encouraged by the gift of a site of four acres at Bourn- 
ville by Mr. George Cadbury, the plans of a fine in- 
stitution, capable of training young men as well as 
young women to become Sunday-school Jeaders,: have 
been drawn up and accepted... At the present:a fund 
amounting to $34,000 has been raised, and as soon 
as $40,000 is in hand. building operations will begin. 
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Money is coming in at the time of writing at the rate 
of $500 a week, and an effort is being made to 
raise about $25,000 by means of a teachers’ fund. 

The missionary element is very strong on the Westhill 
Committee, and the new institution will train, with the 
British and European teachers, native workers from 
India, China, and elsewhere, who will go back to 
their respective countries to reorganize Sunday-schools 
with native insight and English training. 

The British Section of the International Lesson 
Committee has perceived what this movement in- 
volves in the way of lesson courses. Obviously, the 
International Unitorm Lesson does not fit the modern 
graded school. America has launched a graded 
scheme so finely graded as to prevent the English 
Committee from using it as the basis for a British 
scheme. They have accordingly, under the lead and 
inspiration of Dr. A. E. Garvie, built up a course of 
study on simpler lines. The existing beginners and 
primary courses (two years) have been allowed to 
stand, since they are somewhat recent in origin, and 
have been found generally acceptable. 

The committee have begun with the junior section. 
Their scheme covers three years in three grades 
(Junior, Intermediate, and Senior), but only eighteen 
months have been worked out in detail. 

The scheme has a number of distinctive features ; 


1. It is built up in cycles of nine months (39 lessons), 
but no dates are inserted. : : 

2. ‘As far as possible, each grade in the schoolis study- 
ing the same main division of Scripture at the same time, 

3. The seasonal lessons (Easter, Whitsuntide, Christ- 
mas, Temperance) are the same for all grades. 

4. To make room for these seasonal topics, a number of 
lessons have been starred, which may either be omitted or 
combired with another lesson, as is found most convenient, 

5. Considerable use has been made of missionary topics 
in all the grades. These are set down for illustrative pur- 
poses, mainly on review Sundays. 

6. Memory passages are provided for all the main divis- 
ions of the studies, and, in addition to class readings and 
Golden Texts, more extendéd Scripture references are 
given for the teachers’ preparation of the lesson. 

7..A few supplemental Jessons on the structure..ef, the 
Bible have been provided for the Intermediate. divisions, ,, 


The scheme for the three years in each ‘grade is’ ‘as 
follows : rd 


pin 


First Nine Months 


Life of Jesus.) Junior (9-11). Life of Jesus, incidents, etc, 


(Synoptics), Interniediate Ministry of ‘Jesus, includ- 
(12-14). ing parables. 
Senior (16-18). The teaching of Jesus. 
Second Nine Months 
Genesis to Junior. Lives of Abraham, Joseph, 
Judges. Moses, etc. 


Intermediate. Beginnnings of the world, 
tribe, nation. 
Senior, The teaching of the Jaw. 


Third Nine Months 
Acts, Epistles, Junior. Lives of the apostles. 
and Johannine Intermediate. The early church. 
writings. Senior. The teaching of the apos- 

tles. 

Fourth Nine Months 
1 Samuel to end Junior, Lives of Samuel, David, 
of Old Testa- etc. 
ment with Les- Intermediate. History of the nation. 
sons from the _—_ Senior. The teaching of the proph- 
Apocrypha. . ets, 


Some difficulty was felt about the age at which the 
Intermediate grade should end and the Senior begin. 
In some schools the Senior department admits young 
people at the age of fourteen, otiers only at fifteen. 
To meet this difficulty a special course for the fifteenth 
year has been planned, adapted to the needs of ado- 
lescents. It contains fifty-seven lessons, dealing with 
decision, duty, discipline, and gathers together the 
teaching of previous years for religious stimulus and 
moral guidance. : 

Its. main sections are : 


Examples. 
Abraham, Moses, Paul. 
Jehovah or Baal; Jesus or 

Barabbas. 
3. The New Birth. Jacob, Augustine. 
4. ‘The Great Refusal. Esau, Judas. 
5. The Brave Confession. Joseph, Naaman. 
6. 
7 
8 


1. God’s Calls. 
2. The Great Choice. 


. Perils of the Way. Avarice, Pride, Envy. 

7, Fruits of the Spirit. Courage, Justice, Courtesy. 

. Fields of Service. The Home, School, Church, 
Country. 

The Committee do not anticipate that any but the 
better-staffed schools will take up the courses; but the 
Sanday School Union will do what it cam. to give all 
schools the opportunity of testing their value. 

Lonpon, ENGLAND. 
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‘Where Thousands May Be Saved 


\N SUNDAY afternoon a few weeks‘go Fred B. 
Smith ‘addressed a meeting of nren, who had 
come through a driving rain-storm and filled 

every, seat in one of the large theaters in Pittsburgh. 
Statiened throughout the audience were about fifty 
members of-the ‘‘ Men’s Personal Workers’ League,'’ 
who: gave cards to the several hundred men who 
asked for prayers. More than two hundred of these 
cards were turned in with the names and addresses of 
those who were willing to have Christian men come to 
their homes and talk of the new life in Christ, 

The’ members of this personal workers’ league of 
Pittsburgh.have had many remarkable experiences in 
soul-winning, and a number of these will be told in 
the Evangelism page of The Sunday School Times in 
the coming montlis, This league and other Christian 
workers in Pittsburgh are now facing one of the most 
tremendous opportunities that has come to an Amer- 
ican city. Billy Sunday will lead a seven weeks’ 
evangelistic campaign, beginning December 28; and 
in preparation for this work twelve hundred separate 
cottage.prayer circles have been meeting for interces- 
sion-twice a week for weeks past. The significance of 
this*mevement and some glimpses of its actual work- 
ing will be given in The Sunday School Times. 

Practically all the pastors of Pittsburgh are heartily 
endorsing tliis campaign,—and two thousand saloon 
men hfve met in convention and denounced “Dr. 
Sunday.as the slanderer and arch-enemy of their busi- 
ness. The liquor interests are awake to what this 


Scampa@ign may mean. . Shall not a great volume of 


intercession for Pittsburgh go up from all parts of the 
country where ‘there are Christian men and women 
who also:.are awake, and who realize what God can do 
wher: his people pray ? 


_ When an Infidel’s Wife was Baptized 


A. FEW months ago I took a train at Lincoln, Ne- 
‘braska, for a small station some forty miles in the 
country. - While waiting for the train to start a 


.man’ came down the aisle of the well-filled coach and 


took the other half of the seat I was occupving. He 
looked at the paper I was reading (The Christian 
Endeavor World) and asked : 

‘*Clergyman?’’ 

‘* No; just a common preacher,’’ I answered. 

He asked me where I preached. I told him in no 
pulpit, but every day. Then he told me this story : 

Twenty years ago, a few miles east of Firth, Ne- 
braska, a man came to a school-house and began “fo 
preach. Quite a little interest was 
manifested by the people, and a num- 
ber of conversions recorded, among 








Two weeks passed without a word or a sign from 
the absent one. Then one afternoon, as she was 
kneeling by the bedside praying, the door was pushed 
open and the husband came in, kneeled beside his 
wife and said, ‘‘ Mary, for God’s sake forgive me. I 
am the meanest man that ever lived. Pray for me!'’ 

The steadfastness of the wife found a Saviour for 
the husband, and also the brother-in-law. 

My: informant left the train at Firth. I did not ask 
his name. or his business, but he told me he lived 
near Haddam, Kansas, That he was the servant of the 
Lord Jesus I am assured, and he told me this incident 
as one who knew personally of what he spoke. May God 
give us more such women, —/ef’ Yelton, Lincoln, Neb. 


% 
What He Could Not Pass On 


HEY were very fond of each other, and were 

thinking of the same thing, so it was natural 

that their talk should turn to the subject of im- 

mortality. The young man winced a little after he 

had spoken. He ought not to have suggested such a 
thing to a man on the verge of the grave. 

But the old man smiled. ‘‘I am rather interested 
in seeing just what happens when I leave this old 
tenement behind,'’ he said. 

‘« Then you are sure that you will not die—that the 
promises in the Bible are true ?'’ said the young man, 
leaning forward in-lis eagerness. 

*« Yes, I'm very sure."’ 

** I'd-like to believe it, too, and I can't. Give me 
your proofs,’’ 

The old man'shook his head. ‘*I cannot give you 
proofs,"" he said. ‘I have proofs, I have been a 
lifetime in.gathering them, but they are not transfer- 
able ; every. one must gather his own. 

«* Witten I was a-young man I couldn't believe it 
either.. But-I differed from some of the young ; I 
wanted-to believe it; So I searched the Word, and 
tlrere was-one verse that stuck in my memory, ‘ If any 
man witkdo his witl, he shail know of the doctrine, 
whether it"be of God.’ And I tested it, and came 
to know. There isn’t any way to know but by doing. 
You can go to revelation and science, and argument 
and analogy, and they will give you all the probabili- 
ties ; but if you want to really know you must start 
out and do, You won't see a step ahead at first, but 
the way will open before you, and after a while you 
will pessess a truth that is unshakeable. I know so 
certainly, and the hurts of life have glanced off the 
armor that I possess. I wish I could give you my 
proofs,—the answered prayers, the help, the comfort, 
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Miracles of Prayer in Personal Evangelism 
New opportunities for personal evangelism at our own doors and in 
other lands that call to each Christian to enlist 


the sustaining love, —but I can't pass these things on. 
Nes, you try to get some proofs for yourself, my 
boy ?"’ 


_ “I will indeed,'* was the hearty answer.—Ze“Za 
Margaret Walters, Lakewood, Ohio. 


% 
The Apostolic and Korean Way 


T HE Rev. Ernest Hall of Korea writes that the 
secret of the rapid growth of the church there is 
the same as in the apostolic days: (1) The 

power of the Holy Spirit in the witnessing of disciples 
by life and lips, and (2) the scattering of Christians 
everywhere to plant the gospel seed in other hearts. 
Mr. Hall says: ‘*The Koreans are taught that every 
Christian must become a missionary to his or her own 
people, in that he must tell the story of ‘Christ's love 
to those who have never heard it, When a man asks 
for admission to the church, he is asked if he has 
done this, and if not, is kept waiting until he can 
give evidence of the vitality of his Christianity. Asa 
result the missionaries are frequently asked to go to 
places they have never visited and there organize 
churches from disciples won by a native Christian,’’ 
—From The Sunday School Times of March 6, rg09. 


% 
Unhindered by Oceans Between 


HE late Mrs, Jennie-Fuller, who was for many 
years a missionary in India, was at one time 
teaching a Sunday-school class of twelve native 

girls, all unconverted: The class met each Sunday 
morning: For many months Mrs, Fuller. had labored 
and prayed for their salvation, but apparently. with 
no avail. They were not only indifferent but had*be- 
come‘antagonistic, and at times almost unmanageable. 
She was seriously considering giving up the effort when 
she bethought her of a praying friend,—a man who 
had. lived during the days of President Finney, and 
who for many years had known the power of prayer. 
She decided to write him, telling in detail the needs 
of the class, and asking his earnest prayers. © This 
done, she went on with her work, Weeks passed with. 
no sign of improvement. 

In the meantime, however, the friend in America 
received the letter, and had begun to pray. One 
morning after the class had gathered, and Mrs, Fuller 
under the usual difficult circumstances was endeavor- 
ing to teach the lesson, she observed a sudden change. 
A hush had come over them, and all seemed to be 
giving close attention to her words, Soon there were 
signs of conviction, and before the class hour closed 

all were on their knees, and some 
then and there received Christ as 





them being the wife of the neighbor- 
hood infidel. 
He asked his wife to stay away from 
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Saviour. That morning, of course, 
marked a new epoch in the history 
of the class, eyery member of which 





the meetings, and to have nothing 


was ultimately saved. 
Several years later the president 


more to do with such‘nonsense, that 
there was nothing in it; and that if 
she submitted to the ordinance of bap- 
tism he would leave her. 

The baptismal day arrived. The 
woman in faith prepared for the serv- 
ice. The husband removed every 
means of-going but to walk. But the 
Father who forsakes not his own was 
caring. for this child of his. 

A: brother-in-law some miles away, 
himself: an infidel, received the im- 
pression that he should go and take 
this woman to be baptized- without 
knowing why he did it. He hitched 
up a team, drove to her home, got the 
woman and took. her to the service, 
saw her baptized and took her home 
again, The husband, true to his word, 
was gone, leaving everything on the 
farm just as it was. 

The wife; being. thus eft, put in 


mostof her.time praying, and of course ... 
the devil asked her.a thousand times. . . 
if it: was worth while to drive away a,, 


loving-husband:for such a myth. 





The New Outlook for Evangelism in Far-flung Campaigns for Christ 





Last fall the Commission on Evangelism of the Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America, representing thirty-one 
denominations, met to consider a nation-wide campaign of concerted 
evangelism, W. E. Biederwolf, D.D., was made the General Secre- 
tary of this Commission. Ina special article Dr. Biederwolf will tell 
the readers of The Sunday School Times more fully about the hopes 
and plans of the Commission, and will suggest what workers can do 
in their own churches and neighborhood to co-operate and make 
the general plans effective. He will also give his views on the out- 
look for evangelism in America’s churches to-day : what the present 
facts and needs are, and what we may reasonably hope for in the 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Out from America has gone a world-encircling evangelistic work 
in the Chapman-Alexander mission. In view of his personal expe- 
riences of the last few years in bringing the Good News of Jesus to 
the unsaved in many parts of the world, Dr. J: Wilbur Chapman 
will tell the readers of the Times the facts of encouragement and 
need as he sees them in the present world-outlook’ for. evangelism, 


and he will also record some of the most striking human-life inci- - 


dents of the work. 








of that society, while visiting the 
missions there, was rauch impressed 
with the spirituality and efficiency 
of some of the native workers. On 
inquiring, he was told that they were 
members of that Sunday-school class, 
and that their spiritual experience 
began on the Sunday morning re- 
ferred to. 

The man of prayer in America be- 
came so burdened with the sense of 
the need of that class in India, that on 
the previous Saturday night he re- 
paired to‘his room to wait on God ‘in 
their behalf. For several hours to- 
gether he continued to plead for their 
salvation. But Saturday night in 
America is Sunday morning in India, 
and it was at that very time that the 
Sunday-school was - meeting there. 


. ‘The old man on his knees in Amer- 


ica brought those twelve heathen girls 


-to their knees in India. - It was prayer 
‘that made ‘the différence. 


Qh, - for 


‘“ more intercessors!—/. A. Fraser, 
Oakland, Cal. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D, 


Getting Started in Class 


UPPOSE your grandfather or greatgrandfather 
died in the year 1875, what were some of the 
things that you have seen that he never saw? 

Automobiles and trolley-cars? Yes, the only street 
traffic that he saw was horse-cars, and when he went 
driving a good trotter was his best motive-power, 
He never rode up a thirty-story office-building in an 
elevator because there was no such building and no 
elevator. He never rang up on a telephone and 
talked with a man five hundred miles away, nor 
turned on the lights of a whole house with one twist 
of abutton. He never saw gifts to education amount- 
ing to more than $50,000,000 in one year. He never 
bought a twenty-four-page newspaper with informa- 
tion gathered from all around tite world, for one cent. 
There are more remarkable things than these that he 
never saw. He never saw the sale of iiquor pro- 
hibited in one-half the territory over which the Stars 
and Stripes fly. He never saw many scores of the 
finest educated university men and women of the 
land going out as foreign missionaries every year. 
He never saw great Christian schools, hospitals, and 
churches in China and India. He never saw a great 
social settlement like Hull House in Chicago. 

The good things that have come to pass since 1875 
are too many to count, and they have hit the Devil 
pretty hard. The good work began a long time ago, 
when Jesus started the first missionary enterprise. 





The Teacher’s Survey 


[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.]} 


The lessons from now on until June 21 will be in 
the Gospel of Luke. Dr. Griffith Thomas, in his 

review of the year’s lessons published in last week's 
issue, makes clear that Luke includes incidents in a 
part of Jesus’ life that is not referred to in the other 
Gospels. Dr. Riddle’s ‘‘ Outline Harmony,” pub- 
lished by The Sunday School Times Company, will 
be a great help in getting a view of these events. 
Should the teacher wish to make a more extended 
study of this, a recent publication, ‘‘ The Most Beauti- 
ful k Ever Written,” by Professor D. A. Hayes 
(Methodist Book Concern,75 cents net), will prove most 
interesting and profitable. The title is ‘‘ Renan’s 
description of Luke’s Gospel,” The lesson for to- 
day is not of the pictorial sort, nor can the location 
be exactly given. It lends itself admirably to the 
missionary motive. The fact that Jesus was now 
beginning his final journey to Jerusalem and the 
Cross should be made plain; Dr. ‘Thomas’ first para- 
graph will help at this point, and Dr. Riddie’s open- 
ing paragraphs. The meaning of the various direc- 
tions that vist gave should be made clear; Dr. 
Riddle and Dr. Mackie will be the teacher’s guide for 
this, and Dr, Thomas will give the reasons why these 
various things were commanded. 

The next great thought of the lesson is Christ's 
denunciation of those who reject the goeget: And 
the concluding division is the joy that he had when 
the seventy returned, successful. This third sec- 
tion is especially treated by Dr. Thomas, who makes 
special enon of it to principles of Christian 
service to-day, 


The Class in Session 

We cannot bs the pathos and the meaning of 
this section of Luke's Gospel that we are to study for 
the next) six months unless we remember before 
every particular lesson the sad light that glows in 
9:51: ‘‘ When the days were wellnigh come that he 


should be received up, he steadfastly set his face to 
go to Jerusalem.” ese were lonely days for Jesus, 
or there was no human friend at hand who under- 


stood what was going on and what was approaching. 
Jesus shows his skill as a teacher in sending out this 
srony of missionaries. These men were an advance 
guard that won for him a more favorable reception 
** whither he himself was about to come.” 

The first division of our lesson is Christ’s directions 
to those whom he was sendingout. Dr. Thomas sug- 
gests (Monday away? the reason they were sent out 
by twos, and also why the admonition to prayer was 
given them as the first thing to be done. Mr. Ridg- 
way has a practical note (paragraph 2) on the idea 
of labor. The -first five paragraphs of Mr. Gor- 
don's column point out the fearful xeed of men 
East and West, and then and now, for semething to 
take the sin outof theirlives. The minute directions 
that he gave them show us that the behavior (Dr. 
Thoinen, Tosakay study) of those who are working 
for Christ is a very important point in their work. 

They were to recognize that they were in danger; 
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Luke 10 : 1-24. Commit verses 1, 2 


Golden Text: It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you.—Matthew 10 : 20 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke s0 : 1-16.) 


1 Now after these things the Lord eppoined seventy ! oth- 
ers, and sent them two and two before face into every city 
and place, whither he himself was about to come. 2 And he 
said unto them, The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the 
laborers are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he send forth laborers into his harvest. Py your ways ; 
behold, I send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4 


Carry no purse, no wallet, no shoes; and salute no man on. 


the way. 5 And into whatsoever house ye shall 2 enter, first 
say, Peace de to this house. 6 And if a son of peace be there, 
your peace shall rest upon * him : but if not, it shall turn to 
you again. 7 And in that same house remain, eating and 
drinking such things as they give : for the laborer is worthy of 
his hire. Go not from house to house. 8 And into whatsoever 
pee Mg enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set 

re you: g and heal the sick that are therein, and say unto 
them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you, 10 But 
into whatsoever city ye shall enter, and they receive you not, 
go out into the streets thereof and say, 11 Even the dust from 
your city, that cleaveth to our feet, we wipe off against you : 
nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God is come ~_ 
12 I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable in that day for 
Sodom, than for that city. 13 Woe unto thee, Cho-ra’zin ! 
woe unto thee, Beth-sa’i-da ! for if the * mighty works had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, which were done in you, they would 
have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 
But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judg- 
ment, than for you. 15 And thou, Ca-per’na-um, shalt thou be 
exalted unto heaven ? thou shalt be brought down unto Hades. 
16 He that heareth you heareth me ; and he that rejecteth you 
rejecteth me; and he that rejecteth me rejecteth him that 
sent me. 


1 Many ancient authorities add:and two: and so in ver.17. 2 Or, 
enter first, say *Or, it * Gr. powers. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


b 
7 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 
(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the varions lesson-articles in this issue of the Times.) 


Verse 1.—What are meant by ‘these things’’? Is 
there any significance in the fact that Jesus chose seventy 
others to help in his work?’ Why did he send them out 
by twos? (Riddle; Ridgway; Thomas, Monday: study. ) 

Verse 2.— Who is.the Lord of the harvest ? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 4.—Why did Jesus: command them to go without 
purse or wallet or shoes, and to salute no man by the way? 
(Gordon, 9; Riddle; Mackie, 3, 4; Thomas, Monday.) 

Verse 7.—Why did Jesus not want them to go *‘ from 
house to house’’? (Gordon, 9; Riddle.) 

Verse 8.—What ‘‘cities’’ were they likely to enter? 
(Riddle, 3, v. 8; Visiting the Lesson Scenes. ) 

Verse 11.—Why were the disciples commanded to make 
this apparently vindictive response to those wlio were in- 
hospitable to them? (Gordon, 11; Riddle; Thomas, 
‘Tuesday. ) 

Verse 12.—What time did Jesus mean by ‘‘ that day,” 
and what was the meaning of his reference to Sodom? 
(Gordon, 12, 13; Riddle; Ridgway, 5.) 

Verse 55.—Why did Jesus refer to Capernaum in this 
way? What did he mean by Hades? (Riddle; Ridgway, 
5; Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 17.—How much time elapsed between the send- 
ing forth of the Seventy and their return? What did they 
mean when they said ‘‘the demons are subject unto us,”’ 
and why did they refer to this particularly? (Riddle, 2, v. 
17; Thomas, ‘Thursday. ) 

Verse 18.—What did Jesus mean when. he said he had 
beheld ** Satan fallen as lightning from heaven *’ ? (Riddle: 
‘Thomas, Thursday.) 








—‘tlambs amid wolves,” an expression that Dr. 
Mackie tells us is proverbial yet. The command to 
carry no purse, wallet, or shoes indicates (Dr. Rid@ie 
on v. 4) that they were to depend on the hospitality 
of the country through which they were going. Dr. 
Mackie tells us some interesting things about these 
three items of equipment. The refusal to salute any 
one by the way was in the interest of speed: (Dr. 
Mackie’s last. paragraph). Their manners where- 
soever they were guests were to be good (Mr, Ridg- 
way’s fourth paragraph). All this Mr, Gordon treats 
as Jesus’ plan for meeting the great need of sin (6-t1). 

. The second division of the lesson is Jesus’ declara- 
tion of the penalty for rejection of their message. 
This indicates what Dr. Thomas calls their ‘ protec- 
tion” (Wednesday study). Mr. Gordon's last two 
paragraphs say that ‘‘it is terrible to know the truth 
and not yield to it,” and he points out that the outer 
darkness of which Jesus more than once speaks is 
made by the =2n who shuts himself out. Mr. Ridg- 


way says (last paragraph) that .** people forget that 
they cause their own miseries, as-these cities did,” 
The last division of the lesson is the joyful return 
of the seventy messengers with what Dr. Thomas 
calls **the proofs of their work” (Thursday study). 
This in Jesus’ inner vision. meant nothing less than 
Very sacred are these verses 


the downfall of Satan. 


THE MISSION OF THE SEVENTY 







—~,, 
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in which we catch a glimpse of what was in his heart. 
Jesus was grateful because this conquest of sin was 
possible for simple-minded men, and not given only 
to the highly-educated and cultured classes, He is 
telling at this same time that the mystery of his own 
person was made known by God through himself 
alone (Dr. Riddle on vs. 21-24). ‘Though they scarce 
can understand it, he declares to them that the thing 
that they have seen is the marvel of the ages. Dr. 
Thomas’ last three studies give an interpretation of 
the lesson, as thecall toservice, which comes to every 
professing Christian. 


A Lesson Summary . 

There are countless remedies proposed for the ills 
of humanity, by all sorts of well-meaning men. Jesus’ 
plan for improving the condition of humanity is one 
that no very great section of humanity has ever yet 
tried. His remedy for the deep-reoted ills of society 
is—Himself. To the unbeliever that answer does not, 
mean anything, and in that very misunderstanding 
lies the unbeliever’s condemnation. Men need heal- 
ing from physical sickness, and they need better laws 
and better opportunities and all that, but right along 
with these things and behind and through them all 
they need to be conscious of the living companion, 
king, teacher, judge, and God, who is none else than 
the living Christ, Jesus the risen Son of Mary. 
Without him no manner of improved laws and im- 
proved conditions will avail. Out of the heart pro- 
ceed the issues of life, not out of the body, nor the 
soil, nor the laws, nor anything else. We may join 
in Jesus’ thanksgiving that there is a glorious remedy 
fer this necessity of the human heart, and that the 
remedy can be procured and used by humble and un- 
lettered men. : 


Questions for Class Use 








. 


1. Why did Jesus send them out in pairs and not singly? 


2. What was the main purpose of sending these men out? 

3. Why did Jesus give such careful instructions as to 
their conduct ? 

4. What made the guilt of Chorazin and Bethsaida and 
Capernaum so great ? 


.5. Why is it a good thing anda cause for. rejoicing that’ 


great learning is not necessary to grasp the truths of the 
gospel ? 

6. What is it that defeats Satan’s power ? 

7. What did these men see that the prophets had not 
seen ? 


Other Teaching Points 


God must have a great confidence in us men to entrust 
important work to our hands. If those men were untrue 
to Christ, they could have made his work exceedingly hard. 

‘There is a great need for workers for the polishing up of 
the souls of men. The law, medicine, and engineering 
professions are pretty: well crowded, but there is still a 
great demand for good ministers, Think it over. 

The way to get good ministers and missionaries is to 
pray forthem, ‘The best ones are sent out by the Head of 
the firm. 


Manners are a very important part of a Christian’s out- 


fit. To cultivate an agreeable manner and pleasant ad- 
dress, and to be easily satisfied with whatever may be at 
hand, is as good a rule to-day as when Jesus sent out the 
Seventy. 

One reason why a Christian worker should be dignified 
and shouid regard his work with dignity is that it is Christ, 
the Son of God, whe speaks in him; 

It is a cause for gratitude that great spiritual understand- 
ing is quite pessible te those whose ‘* book-learning’’ is 
slender. Obedience is the organ of spiritual knowledge. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Luke 10-; 25-37.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. } 

Luke must have been a kind and sympathetic sert 
of man, such a person as we say is very ‘*‘ human,” 
because he has remembered to tell us some of the 
most beautiful of the -parables that Jesus spoke. 
Among these the parable of the Good Samaritan is a 
prime favorite, because this man is the sort that we 
all know and appreciate. 


1. What indicates that this lawyer’s questioning was not 
very sincere? 

2. How did Jesus demonstrate his shrewdness in an- 
swering this question ? 


3. What does this teach about our responsibility towards ' 


suffering and want ? 
4. What were the good traits that this Samaritan showed ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 
A man who fooled himself, 
A dangerous by-path. 
An amateur. 
A sour taste. 


Evanston, ILL. 











LESSON FOR JAN. II ‘Luke 10 : 1-24) 


He Himself 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE world’s need is a great, open sore, unban- 
daged. And poulticing won't help, only fresh 
blood. It knows no restrictions of _longi- 

tude nor latitude. Broken unnourished bodies, nar- 
row distressed minds, worn torn spirits, cramped 
foul a the abject slavery of selfishness, the 
moth-burns of the bright flames of low passion,—this 
is the commonplace, East and West, below the Equator 
and above, he physical side is hidden more in the 
‘West ; it stares you full in the face in the East, where 
Jesus lived. 

The world’s essentially the same now as then, The 
‘West—roughly from the Pacific’s one hundred and 
eightieth parallel eastward to the new boundary line 
at Constantinople—has had the gracious touch of 
Christianity, blessedly changing countless lives, and 
euter conditions and standards ; but underneath is 
the same need. East and West are tarred with the 
same stick. ‘There are the same sin-marks on body 
and mind and spirit and life, the same slavery to 
selfishness, the same moth-burns, the same huddling 
sheep heading every way and no way. The differ- 
ence is in the shading. 

Do you see the need? Is it just a crowd to you, 
jostling your elbow in street or social circle? Or, is 
it a crowd of hungry hearts, warped, stunted lives, 
bewildered laughing faces dazed by the blaze of the 
lower lights ? 

Jesus saw. He felt it tothe hurting-point. The 
dull cry—that ceaseless undertone of the race’s life— 
seemed never out of hisears. It gripped him. It 
shaped his activities. It even broke into his eating 
and sleeping. time. His kinsfolk thought him ex- 
treme, and tried to interfere. It finally drove him to 
the Cross. 

Yet, mark keenly, the need, gaunt and bare, 
wasn't the touchstone of his life. The Galilean and 
Judean crowds were as badly swamped in their need 
those last five Nazareth years, but he stayed in the 
carpenter-shop. The touchstone of the true life 
isn't need, nor service, nor sacrifice, but is obedience 
te the Father’s plan. Yet, need zs the touchstone, 
but not as we see, but as he sees who sees all. 

Jesus had a plan to meet the need, The tremen- 
dous thing to keep straight before our faces is this: 
the LoPd Jesus hasa pian, He felt and he feels the 
need, His sensitive finger is never off the pulse. 
His is the only adequate plan. It takes in the world, 
and your corner of it, and your life andmine, The 
thing is to find his plan and fit into it. We need 
clear vision, an obedient spirit, and a heart of' love, 
—the vision ef himself and his plan, an absorbing 
spirit of glad obedience, and a heart of tender, per- 
sistent love, burning through all as a flame, breath- 
ing through all as the fine fragrance of wild roses, 

fis plan is remarkable in its simplicity and effect- 
iveness, ‘' He himself” is to meet the need through 
human co-operation, And this is the only way the 
need willever be met. Not Sunday-schools, nor preach- 
ing services, nor religion movements; not social 
settlements, nor kindergartens ; not missionaries, 
nor schools, nor hospitals, nor conferences, nor con- 
tinuation committees, of themselves: but Christ 
Jesus, once crucified, now crowned with all power, 
and waiting to crowd with all power all of these, if 
we will let him. 

The chief thing on the human side of the plan is 
prayer. If you really pray you'll go; you'll do 
everything else you should. rayer kindles a fire 
within that gently, but with irresistible force, drives 
you ferth. Prayer changes things at the other end, 
if it’s allowed to change things at thisend. Prayer 
is the beginning and the end, and there is no middle. 

The purpese that grips you in going settles the 
bag gage question, and all secondary questions. An 
emergency errand is quite a different affair from a 
holiday trip, beth in the way yeu travel, the baggage 
you carry, and in the impressions you get and give 
as you push along. The extent to which the great 
gtipping purpose of the Christ grips us settles all 
secondary matters,—secial engagements, member- 
ship in varieus organizations, recreation, dress, house 
appointments, and so on. Whatever equips better 
for the one thing, or gives opportunity for it, will be 
carefully counted in; whatever does not will be rig- 
orously ruled out, even though not wrong in itself. 

Yet the gentlest courtesy and consideration for the 
feelings of others marks the Master’s true messenger. 
The thing is that men be brought into close touch 
with the personal power of Jesus Christ, directly by 
word or act, and—much subtler, much rarer—indi- 
rectly by the unconscious spirit of one’s personality 
and life. . 

Nothing should be allowed to blur the true mean- 
ing of the message of God when men won't receive 
it. The opposing dust must not be allowed to be- 
cloud the air. It must be shaxen clear that the real 
truth may stand sharply out to the opposer’s eye. It 
is never unloving to let conviction of essentials stand 
sharply-out, if it’s done lovingly. But be sure it's 
a real principle, and not personal prejudice or a fad. 
Vital principles are few, but their backbone never 
bends. 

It's terrible to know the truth you won't yield to. 
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It shall be easier for Tokyo and Peking than for 
London and New York in the day when the scales 

_ are allowed to swing clear of present gracious re- 
straint and tell men the story of their’ choices. 
There'll be less fuel for the fires of memory. Better 
be the born child of London's East End, or New 
York’s lower East Side, or of Africa’s savagery, or 
China's inner heathenism, than to go up out of our 
Western flood-light, if it has been unappreciated, or 
maybe criticised, or merely not used. 

The outer darkness is made by the absence of the 
light we refuse to let in, or choose to shut out. Every 
man arranges his own window-shutters, There'll be 
no darkness in the after life except what is insisted 
upon now ; but every bit of light neglected or re- 
jected now will be left out then. That'll mean a ter- 
rible darkness for some, more terribly dark because 
of their own making, and in contrast with remem- 
bered light refused. 


New York CIty. 


z 
The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
PERIOD of about six months is passed over in 
silence by Matthew and Mark, while Luke and 
John give many details evidently belonging to 


this period. But it is difficult to arrange these de- 
tails as related in the two accounts, arrange- 


ment-here: aecepted. is that of the writer's Outhne - 


Harmony. 

*; ‘ in November, A. D. 29. ‘This 
places the lesson after the Feast of Tabernacles 
(John 7 and 8), and connects it with the final depart- 
ure from Galilee (Luke g : 51-56). 

Places.—The Seventy were probably sent out from 
Galilee, and went through part of Samaria; but their 
chief activity was in Perea. ‘Their mission was com- 
paratively brief, and they probably returned some- 
where in Perea. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Afler these things: Probably reterring 
to the incidents mentioned in the latter part of chap- 
ter 9. But the phrase is often used indefinitely,— 
Seventy others: In addition to the Twelve. ‘Flie 
number ‘*seventy” (‘‘seventy and twe” in some 
authorities) may be significant. The Sanhedrin had 
seventy members. Other explanations are given. 
The large number was due to the brief mission, and 
also because the activity was to be ina new field: 
South Galilee and Pereea.—7wo and two: As in the 
mission of the Twelve (Mark 6: 7). 

Verse 2.—TZhe Lord of the harvest; That is, Ged; 
compare Matthew 9g : 38. 

Verse 3.—As lambs in the midst of wolves: A 
figure for their simplicity and defenselessness ; com- 
pare Matthew 1o : 16, 

Verse 4.—Carry no purse: They were te depend 
on the hospitality of the places they entered. In the 
East such hospitality still prevails.—Sa/ufe no man 
on the way: This would involve delay, as the,Ori- 
ental salutation required time. 

Verse 6.—Son of peace : A Hebraism for one ready 
to receive the message of peace they brought. 

Verse 7.—Go not from house to house: This would 
interfere with their work, leading to gossip or to 
Search for better entertainment. 

Verse 8.— Whatsoever city: As already intimated, 
the posses they visited were in Southern Galilee, 
Northern Samaria, and Perea. 

Verse 9.—7hke kingdom of God: The new rule 
that Christ was to establish on earth. 

Verse t1.—ELven the dust from your city: The 
Twelve. had been similarly instructed (9: 5). The 
reason for such a response was the greatness of the 
segetion’ offered them, and the consequent guilt; 
a thought brought out in verses 12-16, 

Verse 12.—/n that day: The day of final judg- 
ment (v. 14), but. probably with a reference te the 
judgment on the Jewish nation. 

Verse 13.— Woe unto thee, Chorazin: Matthew 
records these woes in a different connection, but they 
may have been repeated. These places were near 
Capernaum, and in them our Lord himself had 
wrought mighty works.—7Zyre and Sidon: Heathen 
cities, noted for wickedness in Old Testament times. 

Verse 14.—/n the judgment: The day of final 
judgment upon individuals. : 

Verse 15.—Capernaum: A place specially privi- 
leged, but unrepentant.—Unto Hades: Not ‘' Ge- 
henna,” or ‘‘hell.” The figure is that of abasement 
and desolation. 

Verse 16.—He that heareth you heareth me: The 
principle underlying the preceding statement; com- 
pare Matthew 10 : 40. 

Verse 17.—Returned: ‘Their mission was proba- 
bly brief.— Zhe demons are subject unto us: This 
form.of healing was considered most remarkable. 

Verse 18.—Satan fallen as lightning from heaven: 
‘The power over demons, the subjects of Satan, is re- 
garded as a sign of triumph over Satan himself. 

. Verse 19.—Zhe:enemy : Satan is again referred to. 

Verse 20.—Are written in heaven: ‘The figure is 
that of a book of life in which’ the names of the re- 
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deemed are recorded. The better attested reading 
points to a permanent record. 

Verse 21.—/n the Holy Spirit: Thisis the reading 
of the best authorities. he expression is an un- 
usual one, and indicates a with the Holy 
Spirit. The three peewee of the Trinity are here 

rouped, On the whole passage (vs. 21, 22) compare 

atthew 11 : 25-27.—TZhese things: All that is im- 

lied in the saying, ‘‘that your names are written in 

eaven,.” : 

Verse 22.— Who the Son is, save the Father: The 
mystery of Christ’s Person is fully known only to the 
Father, and is revealed by him only through the Son. 
— Willeth to reveal him. The free choice by men is 
left in the background. The reconciliation of man’s 
free-will and the freedom of Christ's choice of men 
still remains unexplained ; but both are taught in 
the Scriptures. 

Verse 24.—Many prophetsand kings : Peculiar to 
Luke. The desire of the Old Testament ‘ prophets 
and kings” was to see the Messianic promises ful- 
filed. As our Lord's disciples saw the fulfilment 
in him, they were blessed beyond these ancient 
worthies. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, PirTsBuRGH, Pa. 
4 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Good School.— Seni ‘hem two and two (v. 1). 
Two partners who pull together and succeed,—Jesus 
and you. A while ago I called attention to the fact 
that the disciples did not quit fishing and go to preach- 
ing immediately. They first went to school three 
years. Here is a peep intothe school, ‘The course 
@ practical one. Learning by actual doing of it. 
‘This is what. makes Bible institutes good preacher 
and teacher factories. The school religion is put in 
practise in the city’s dark places. The principle 
under Dickens’ schools was allright. ‘Spell horse,” 
roars the master. ‘‘H-o-r-s-e,” timidly spelis the 
seared boy. ‘‘Go out and curry the horse,” com- 
mands old Squeers, The correspondence course is 
all right when you are hammering away at the trade 
allday. But nobody wants a college clamber on his 
pipes. And I was just about to say nobody wants a 
college theologian on his soul, There is never any 
heresy or any doubt or any question in the disciple 
when he is out with the Master touching the world’s 
misery (John 7:17; Matt, 11: 5). 


**Fo Exert One’s Self.°—TZhe harvest indeed is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few (v. 2). Laborers, 
mark you, ‘‘ /aborers" (to exert one’s self ; see dic- 
tionary) were scarce at this first call, and they have 
‘kept ‘‘few’’ ever since. Levites no doubt were 
plenty enough, but judging from that Samaritan 
stery were not working very hard at the profession, 
If you claim “laborers” are now plenty, after nine- 
teen hundred years, pray tell me. how many in your 
church, Oh, yes, lots of ‘“*hands” on the pay-roll 
who show up once a week or so, according to weather 
and clothes, but how many ‘‘exert one’s self"? ‘Try 
getting a half-dozen this very day, and see if you 
don’t get excuses. My friend Holderby has an 
old ** has-been” church in the tenderloin. He has a 
place swarming with children. But he can’t get 
teachers enough as I write. ‘* Why don’t you go up- 
town or out in West Philadelphia, lots of church peo- 

le there to help you,” I said. ‘‘ Alas, Ridgway, I’ve 

en there,” he sighed. Why don’t some of you 

** hands” who are on the pay-roll and expect to draw 

weges get ashamed of yourselves? Hunt up the 

rbys, wearing lives out in dark places, and say, 
‘*Give me a job” (John 15: 16, 17.; Heb. 13.: 16). 





The Angel-Room.— Your peace shall rest upon | 


him (v. 6). Have en ever tasted the ** peace” and 
the blessing that always comes from caring for a dis- 
— Christ under yourroof? Itis arealthing. As 
I have told you before, we call ours The Angel-Room 
(Heb. 13: 2). And it has proved the Scripture many 
and many atime. It has held all sorts, black and 
white, and not one who did not bring ‘‘ peace” upon 
the house, I'll never forget a colored fellow. He 
was an earnest Christian. I had him up from Phila- 
delphia to play the banjo, sing, and whistle for the 
Iren Rose Class at a reception. I showed him up- 
stairs to the Angel-Room, the best room in El Nidito. 
When we stopped there he seemed bewildered. He 
expected to land up garret or somewhere. He told 
me afterward he couldn't goto sleep for the attention. 
Mrs. Ridgway sent him away early next morning with 
a goed breakfast. Ever since he has been going up 
and down the land, ‘‘ voting’’ for me. But I haveno 
wings and am no angel, even if I do have an Angel- 
Reom, Just a little courtesy and kindness to a 
humble colored disciple we will chum with in heaven, 
that’s all. Oh, blessings are so plentiful and so easy 
te get. Reach out and take them (Matt. 25 : 40). 


Manners.— Eat such things as are set before you 
(v. 8). What a splendid motto for some dining- 
rooms! The same high authority that commands 
good hearts and good service also commands good 
table manners. Real religion regulates the little 
things of life. If a man’s manners are bad, his reli- 
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gion is doubted, Men can’t live like saints 
and feed like dogs (1 Tet. 4: 8). The father 
had saidhe usual grace at breakfast. And 
according to his custom immediately began 
to find fault with the coffee and everything 
else on the table. ‘*Papa,’’ said little 
Jimmie, ‘did God hear you when you ‘said, 


4 We thank thee for this food and ask thy 


blessing’ ?’’ ‘* Yes, Jimmie,’’ replied papa, 


* getting ready for a little religious teaching to 


begin the day, ‘Well then, papa, which 
does: God believe ?’’ . Christianity is the re- 
ligion of perfection, because it is the religion 
of ‘little things. ‘* Trifles make perfeetion,, 
and perfeetion.is. no trifle.’’ Christ would 
have iis disciples not only good and kind, 
but polite and orderly. Heayen is peopled 
with ladies and gentlemen, Yes, I think so, 
Like hiin (1 John 3: 2; Kev. 2 : 27). 


Misery’s Ceanse.—l/ sha// be more toler- 
able for Sodom, than for that city (v» 12). 
The names of Sodom and Gomorrah have 
come resounding down the centuries as the 
last words for city ‘* toughness,’’ If I should 
want to say the meanest word there is to say 
about a town, I will not say ‘‘corrupt and 
contentéd,’’ but ‘‘it is a modern Sodom.,’’ 


‘ When ‘the fortunes of the Lot family are fol- 


lowed, it is:easy to judge from this best of 
Sodom what the rest must have been like, 
Vet here is the gentlest and kindest and 
sweetest soul that ever came to earth saying 
that those who reject him are worse than-the 
Sodomites, It doesn’t make any differer:ce 
wliat a fellow believes so he lives right—in 
Bethisaida, Chorazin, or Coatesville! Lying 


is bad, stealing is worse, murder the topmost | 


crime, yet the greatest sin ofall sins is-the 
turning down of the Son of God (Heb, 10: 
28,29). People forget this, and then won- 
der at the misery that comes to those who 
refuge to accept the Saviour of the world, 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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: : The Illustration Round-Table 


- LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
‘duct of this department.’ One ‘dollar’ is 


-™ “offeréd ‘for. every anecdotal lesson illus: 


tratien-used,; and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson 
cytendasy will be sent for a twe-cent stamp. 


A Voice.—// is not ye that speak, but the 


‘ Spirtt of. your Father that speaketh in you 


(Golden Text). A workman, a wicked man 
and an infidel, was at work one day in the 
dome of the Crystal Palace of London, Sud- 


‘ denly he heard a great voice saying solemnly, 


** This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.’’ From that day the 
man was a Christian, Whose was the great 
voice? It was Spurgeon’s, The famous 
preacher, having to speak in the Crystal 
Palace, feared that he could not fill the 
vast area, and so came to test his voice, 
using only those words that the workman 
overheard.—A/rs, W. H. Hipple, Hartford, 
Conn. From Amos R. Wells, in ** Two 
Alinute Talks.”’ 


How He Did It.—/ray ye therefore the 
Lordof the harvest, that he send forth labor- 
ers into his harvest (v. 2). Pastor Gossner 
sent out into the foreign field 144 mission- 


, aries, » Besides providing outfit and passage, 


he had. never less than twenty missionaries 
dependent directly upon him for support. 


_ How he carried this and his other Christian 


work, a‘sentence from the funeral address 
read over: his grave will explain: ‘* He 
prayed up the walls of a hospital and the 
hearts of the nurses; he prayed mission 
stations: into being and missionaries into 
faith ; he prayed open the hearts of the rich, 
and gold from the most distant lands. ’’— Osro 
R. Newcomb, Liberty, Ind. From ** Prayer 


and , Missions,” by Robert E. Speer. Tie’ 


prise for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration, 


What We Pay For. —7Z%e laborer is 
worthy of his hire (v. 7). The colored par- 
son had ‘just concluded a’ powerful’ address 
ou * Salvation is Free,” and was announc- 
ing that & collection’ would be taken for the 
benefit of: the parson and his family. Up 
jumped a brother in the back of the church, 
** Look. a-yeah, pahson,’’? he interrupted, 
‘* if.salgation am free, what’s de use in payin’ 
for it?,. I ain't goin’ to gib yo’ nothin’ ull I 
find out. _Now—’’ ‘* Patience, brudder, 
patience,’’ said the parson. ‘*I’ll *lucidate. 
S’pose you was thirsty an’ came to.a fiver, 
Yo’ could’ kneel right dowa an’ drink yo’ 
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fill; couldn’t yo’? An’ it wouldn’t cost you 
nothin’, would it?’’ **Ob co’se not, Dat’s 
justwhat I—’’ ** Dat water would be free,’” 
continued: the parson. ‘* But s’posen’ yo’ 
was to hab dat water piped to yo” house, 
yo’d have to. pay, wouldn’t yo’?’’ ‘** Yas, 
sah, but’? . ** Wall,- brudder; ‘salvatioui -is- 
free, but it’s de havin’ it piped:to yo’ dat 
ye’ got to pay fo’, Pass de hat, deacon,”’ 
—AYrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N.Y. From 
Sabbath Reading. 


* A Small Congregation ?—He that hear- 
eth you heareth’ me (v.16). ° Dr. Lyman 
Beecher once engaged to preach for a coun- 
try thinister on exchange, and the Sabbath 
‘proved to be excessively stormy, cold, and 
uncomfortable, It was in midwinter, and 
the snow was piled all along in the roads, so 
as to make the passage very difficult. Still 
the minister urged his horse through the 
drifts, put the animal into’a shed; and wen 
in. As yet there was no person in the house, 
atid, after looking about, the old gentleman 
--tlien young—teok -his seat in the pulpit. 
Soon the door opened, and a single individ- 
val walked up the aisle, looked about, and 
took a seat, Dr, Beecher felt that he had a 
duty to perform, and he had. no right to re- 
fuse to do it, because only one man could 
reap the benefit of it; and ‘accordingly he 
went through all the services, praying, sing- 
ing, preaching, and the benediction. And 
when’ all was over he hastened down from 
the desk to speak.to his congregation, but 
he had departed, ‘Twenty years after, trav- 
eling somewhere in Ohio, the doctor aliglited 
from the stage one day in a pleasant village, 
when a gentleman stepped up and spoke to 
him, familiarly calling him’ by nanie, ‘I 
do not remember you,’’ said the doctor, “I 
suppose nof;’’ said “thé stranger; ** but we 
once spent two hdurs together in- a house 
alotie-in a storm.’’ **I do noterecail it, -sir,’’ 
added -Dr. -Beecher,»‘* pray when was-it ?’’ 
**Do you:remember preaching,-twenty years 
ago, in.such a place, to a single. person? ’’ 
*s Yes,.yes,’’ said the doctor, grasping his 
hand, “I do, indeed, and if you are the 
man, I have been wishing to see you ever 
since;’? ‘* IT am-the man, sir; and that ser- 
mon saved*1iy soul, made a minister of me, 
and yonder-is my church’! ' The converts of 
that sermon, sir, are all over Ohio.’’— IV. R. 
Clark, Jersey, England, . , 


What Faith’ Sees.—BSlessed are-the eves 
which see the things that ye see-(v; 23). Dr. 
J. Hi Jowett-tells how-he once called upon 
a-cobbler whose -home was in a little seaside 
town in the north of England. He worked 


alone in an exceedingly tinyroom. ** I asked 


him if he did not sometimes feel oppressed 
by the imprisonment ‘of his little chamber. 
‘Oh, no,’ he repliéd, ‘if any feelings of that 
sort begin “I just -open this’ door:’ And he 
opened a door. leading: into another room, 
and: it-'gave him a glorious view of the sea, 
The little room-was-glorified by its vast rev- 
elations.— W. R. Clark, Jersey, Eng. From 
The Sunday at. Home. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria‘-«: - 


RAY... that he send forth laborers 
into his harvest (¥. 2). Sickle work 
takes time. It is done in a stooping 

or kneeling-, position, the reaper drawing 
an .armful of stalks toward his breast and 
cutting thrcugh them with the sickle. If not 
reaped at the right time the increasing heat 
of the rainless summer would make the grain 
fall to the. ground, and: the flocks of birds 
are daily busy in the harvest field. 
_ As lambs in the midst of wolves (v. 3). 
Tlie expression is still proverbial in Syria, 
Whieh a compromise-is sought between con- 
flieting interests the, proposal is commended 
as ** something good for the wolf and good 
for the lamb.”’ 

No purse,-no wallet,.no shoes(x. 4). The. 
** purse’. was a_ waist-belt, with a pouch- 
lining about a foot long sewn on at the 
buckle end. -[t is buckled at the: first pass- 
ihg round*the waist, ‘and the remaining 
length ef some seven or ten feet is wound 
round .over, it as a protection to the purse. 
The ** wallet '’ was a pouch for vatious neces- 
saties chiefly’ carried “by the shepherd and 
the Wandering réligious devotee or holy man 
of the East... Shoes were a mark of superior 
comfort and luxury. ..The impression to. be 


produced was that of simple trust, and the 


way from place to:place. 


formality of Oriental salutation required 
time, On the one hand it was’ forbidden by 
the urgency of the evangelistic message, and 
the other traveler was assumed to be too in- 
tent on the purpose of his journey to give 
the attention that the message required. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. . * 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes’ 


ET us see one of the many districts that 
was probably covered by the seventy 
messengers. We can do it by standing 

high up on a northern slope of Gilboa, where 
our map shows the number 2, and looking 





north over that long reach of thé’ Galilean 
hill-country which is included between those 
lines that diverge from 2..- Prt 

the outlook from any distinctly- high point. 
The steep side of Gilboa drops so abruptly-a 
few feet before us that we look almost di- 
rectly down on the. houses of a little village 
at its base, as if we were gazing from an 
aeroplane. - Footpaths lead from‘ that village 
down over the rounding bulk of some“ lower 
foothills, toward’ a broad, level-floored val- 
ley, where crops of different-kinds: made the 
farmer’s fields look like vari-colored patches 
ona great blanket. At the farther side of 
the valley we see more hills with gently 
rounded contours; then in the distance, 
twenty to thirty miles away, hilis still higher, 
forming long, irregular ridges against the 
northern sky, 

We are looking over ground which Jesus 
had known all his life. Capernaum is about 
thirty miles away straight ahead, at this side 
of those more distant mountains, . Nineteen 
hundred years ago the region between here 
and Capernaum was exceptionally prosper- 
ous. George Adam Smith describes several 
important caravan roads that used to cross 
this part of fertile Galilee (‘* Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land, pp. 425-431). 
All the ground was then cultivated or used 
for sheep and goat pastures. Villages were 
numerous. People were busy making a 
living. To their homes (homes for the most 
part like the little stone houses over whose 
roofs we look) came the Lord’s messengers. 
Some may have trod the very paths which 
we see now leading between that nearest 
village and the valley ; others went by valley 
roads ‘to Jezreel, a few miles up at our left; 
and to Bethshan (one of the Decapolis 
towns), a few miles down at our right, 
nearer Jordan. Nain and Cana and Naza- 
réeth are all within twenty miles of here, 
ahead and off at our left.- A few people 
from nearly all these towns and villages had 
personally seen and heard the Master (Matt: 
4: 23-25), but he wished to make sure that 
everybody, all through the countryside, 
should know that the Kingdom of God was 
near at hand. His desire was that everybody. 
should havé a chance to choose citizenship 
in that Kingdom. 

Use a Stereograph entitled, ‘‘ North from 
Gilboa over; Jezreel plain to the Sea of 
Galilee.” » * be ie ae 
_ The’ Underwood Travel System ‘is, under this 
heading: ‘applied as usual to the lessons’ of the 
year. ‘ The'use of the stereograph will be found 
a most practical-helptoward making the-le§son- 
places'veal: Forty-eight plzces will be: visitéd 
during.1914~ * ‘Lhe forty-eigtt stereographs cost 
$8.00, and “if all are ordered.at one“time, a 





ea nn rg. rn » _—— ee 


only claim was that accorded by the ordinary: 
guest law to the stranger passing: once on his | 


Salute no man on the way (v. 4). The} 
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-cloth-bound,.gold-lettered case will be given 
free. . I'welve places will be describedswith the 
Aessons of this first quarter ; cost, $2i00, The 
four-for January alone, 67 cents. Less than four 
ip-one “order are. 20-cents each, Stereoscopes, 
85 be pe nny Postage or Anpary is prepaid 
on orders for stereogra: or stereoscopes. 
Lantern slides of the os scenes can also be 
obtained. - Plain slides, 50 cents each’; sepia- 
tinted, cents; colored, $1.10. Inorders for 
twenty-five or more, prices are—plain slides, 
40 cents each bangles ted, 45 cents; colored, 
a Address ‘the Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Lord 
and Master, as thou dost send us upon the 
mission that thou hast chosen for us, we thank 
thee that we have the assurance of thy presence 
and love. ‘Teach us to be independent of:so 
much that men count necessary, and_to be ut- 
terly relying upon thee. ‘Thou dost purpose to 
meet our every need, and we may go-bur ways 
with joy and. with trusting hearts, Help us to 
remember that the words and the deeds need 
not be ours, and should not be; but that we 
are messengers of thine. May we indeed re- 
turn from every sending of thine with joy and 
triumph. In thy name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It was a windy autumn 
morning, and the steamer was trying to get 
into its dock, We say the steamer was try- 
ing, but really the steamer had .nothing to 
say about it. In a little enclosure where 
there was a break in the rail of the steamer 
a keen-eyed young man was standing glanc- 
ing about him at the crowded river and at 
the wharf just over the rail, His hand was 
resting upon the handle of what is called the 
*¢ telegraph,’ the ‘instrument ‘with the dial 
that sends the signals to the engineer down 


in the engine room far below, as ‘the cap- 


tain ‘moves the lever from one pdint to an- 
ther on the dial.*-The great ‘sérews were 


Lb ie . “| churning the’ water into foam: The ‘ship 
There-is‘always something inspiring about- 


was ‘swinging slowly around into heg, resting- 
place, andthe engineer,-who could. not see 
what'was going on outside the steamer, was 
starting and stopping: the engines, sending 
them. forward or reversing them, ‘while>the 
docking was going’on, ©’ Be af! 

Who was really docking that ship? Yes, 
the captain, sending his ‘signals down from 
above. Why do I ‘fieed to say more to bring 
the great trath of our-lesson to-day home to 
every oue of us?” Do'you feel like that en- 
gineer, shut within’ a narrow room} out of 
which you cannot see, doing your work, as 
it were, blindly? Do not forget that by 
obedience and faithfulness you are taking 
your signals from above, so you are not doing 
the work, but your Captain is doing it through 
you. He is responsible ; he tells you what 
todo: It is so in all Lléssed fellowship with 
our Lord and Master, for he‘ does not send 
us to do that in which he refuses to support 
and guide us. 

What is the Golden Text for to-day ?., Yes, 
not you, but the Spirit of God speaking 
through you; not you, but our Lord Jesus 
working through you. Here isthe word 
picture of it on the board ; 


NOT YOUR -\1- 

. ) ay . WORK 
~CHRIST’S , 

>That great fact of God’s plan. can give 

every Christian courage and endurance for 

his_task, whatever the task may be. Shall 

we not remember that it is the Lord who Js 


really at work ? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Fight, the good fight, with all thy might." 

“* Go, labor on ; spend and be spent.” 

** It may not be on the mountain's height."’ 

** Lord, speak to me, that I may speak."’ 

** O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling.”’ 

“* Speed ee speed away, on your mission of 
t” 


ight. 
“ The Son of God goes forth to war."’ 
>** Ye Christian. heralds, go proclaim.*’ 


”"(Référetices in parentheses are to the metrical 
an? Psalm book ‘f Bible Songs.*’) 

-- © + Psalm 126 : 1-4 (273 : 1-3). 

Psalm 2: 5-12 (4 : 1-4)., 

Psalm 67, : 1-7, (133 : 1-3). 

Psalm 22 : 27-31 (42 : 1-3) 





Psalm 72 : 1-15 (144 : 1-3, 6): 





























LESSON FOR JAN. II (Luke 10 : 1-24) 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
: By Lee McCrae 


- Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
iven in this cone for _ use of teachers of 
e younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


' 2,.“God Saw That It Was Good” 


JAVE you ever made something,—a 
‘whistle, a sail-boat, a doll-hat, or 
something harder and larger? When 

it was done, didn’t you enjoy looking at it 
and working with it? Then you know a 
little bit of how God must have felt when he 
had made the worid out of nothing. 

‘ And every tiny thing was so carefully 
done! ‘The least little feather on.the under- 
neath side of a hummingbird’s wing is soft, 
glossy, and rainbow-tinted. Every ‘spider 
web is a bit of fairy fancy work, The inside 
linings of shells and burrs and seed-cases, 
which no eye sees save his, are all perfect 
and beautiful. God slights nothing. He 
has taken as much pains to make a moth— 
which only lives one day—as the largest and 
longest-living of his creatures. 

Why? Because God sees everything. He 
sees all the wonderful things in the. bottom 
of the ocean, and down in the heart of the 
earth, and he enjoys them, too. The Bible 
says, ‘‘God ‘saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good.”’ 

Notice! It doesn’t say they were all 

«beautiful, but—? Good! - That is, good. to 
look: at, good to use. -God. loves . things 
honest, ‘true, right, and useful, things. that 
fit their place and their work. : 3). 2.1}; 

uit: (Ewerything:-he made was that way at’ first.’ 

»Dop’tiwe, wish they had: stayed that way, so 
he could look down..on, his. world to-day, 
_and say, ‘* Behold, it is good.” If all our 
work was true and honest, it would help 
lot, wouldn’t it? , 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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‘The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—God wants willing 
g helpers for his work. 
Introduction.—Talk informally of 
the kind of helpers whom the mothers need 
in the work of the home, or the fathers need 
in stores and offices, or on the farms. Helpers 
are always needed, when there is much work 
‘to ‘do, 

Review.—Some of the helpers of Jesus 
‘were Standing near when Jesus invited. the 
children to come, and blessed them, (If you 
gave out souvenir pictures last Sunday, of 
Christ blessing little children, let some of 
the children:te! where they placed the pic- 
ture at-home.) The children were not the 
only ones whom Jesus wanted to know that 
he loved them, and that they might have a 
place in the kingdom of God. He needed 





helpers to carry this good news to all the | 


towns and villages. Sing ‘* World Children 
for Jesus.”’ 

Lesson Story.—At first Jesus chose twelve 
helpers, who were called disciples. These 
were not enough, so Jesus sa a seventy 
others to visit different places where he 
wanted to go later. Let the children find 
the word ‘‘seventy’’ in the title on tlie 
picture-chart. Let an older child write on 
the board, seventymen. Next find the word 
** mission,’’? and explain that the seventy 
men were chosen to be seventy missionaries, 
(Add that.) Before they started, Jesus told 
them where and how to go and what to do, 

‘Tilustrations.—City children may have 
seen a squad of policemen, walking or riding 
from headquarters to their stations, where 

. they are to watch and work. At first there 
is quite"a company, but at different corners 
they turn off, two by: two, until they are all 
scattered. They must help people to find 
their way safely across crowded streets, It 
is their duty to be strong and brave, and to 
help to keep the city streets and homes safe 
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from ‘harm. Oncein' a while they report. 
‘back to headquarters by telephone from the 
little patrol-boxes: Every day they must go 
to headquarters. Conductors and motormen 
must report at the car-barns before they scat- 
) ter all over the city. 

b children know how the busy bees 
| start out from their hives and scatter to find 
honey, and come back to the hives with it. 

Jesus wanted his helpers to go and do 
their work, then to come back and tell him 
about it. Jesus said; ‘*You needn’t carry 
any purse, nor wallet for food, nor extra 
shoes. Wherever you go to work, the peo- 
= ought to take care of you, so that you 

ave a place to sleep and enough to eat.’’ 

‘*When you go to a house, say kindly, 
* Peace be to this house.’ It you are invited 
to stay, do so, Eat and drink what they 
provide for you. The harvest is peng 
but the laborers are few. We will — 
Father to send forth more laborers.’ Your 
work is to heal the sick, to preach and teach, 
saying everywhere, ‘The kingdom of God is 
come nigh unto you.’ If in any place the 
people are unkind and do not receive you, 
do not stay, but go to another place ; but tell 
them the same message about the kingdom 
of God. ‘It is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of the Father that speaketh in you.’ ”’ 

They went away two by two, and did their 
work. After a while they returned to Jesus 
with joy, to tell what they haddone. Jesus 
was pleased, and thanked the Heavenly 
Father, saying, ‘‘ Nothing shall hurt you.’’ 
Rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven,”’ 

After the Story.—That was long, long ago ; 
but people are still: glad to go far away to 
heal and teach and help. A few weeks be- 
fore Christmas a company of missionaries 
started on the same big ship from Seattle, to 
go across the big ocean, When the ship 
reached land in Asia they scattered in little 
groups to heal and teach and help in the 
countries where the Chinese, Japanese, Ko- 
reans, and other nations live. ‘They carry 
the same glad message. ‘* The kingdom of 
God is céme nigh unto you.’’ 

Naine'oné missionary of your own Church 
Board; ‘fot whom your children may pray 
and'givé. ‘Write the name, and ‘if possible, 
‘put rip’s ‘picture of him (or her), 

Home-work.—Ask the. childten to hunt for 
a picturé!'showing the people or customs of 
the land where this missionary is working. 
Jesus asked his helpers to pray for his labor- 
ers. ‘ Let us try to remember daily to pray 
for our missionary, and to pray, ** Thy king- 
dom come.’’ Give to each child a slip, put- 
ting names in place of blanks: * is our 
missionary and works among the Ms 

Hand-work,— Let each child make a 
square or circle for the church in which you 
are gathered. Next make lines to show how 
the children will scatter when they go home. 
, Count the days before they will come again 

to Sunday-sehool and try to do something 
helpful every day. Be ready to report next 
| Sunday. 
CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. Harvests. 
2. Harvesters. 
3. Harvesting. 


ARVESTS.—Can a farmer tell when 
his wheat and oats are ready to har- 
vest? How? Is there any need to 

|cut them promptly? What might follow 
from delay? I know a young farmer who 
engaged twenty men to help him harvest his 
grain ; he could not do it alone. Owners of 
great farms employ many men. ' 

_I think, perhaps, that on this particular day 
Jesus has been thinking of the great numbers 
of people who needed him, but whom he 
could not reach because of the short time in 
which he had to work, and the slow travel 
from place to place. Although distances 
were not great, much time was consumed in 
journeys. (Give the girls an idea of the size 
of Palestine. It is about the size and shape 
of New Hampshire.) I think that it was 
because the harvest was so plenteous and the 
laborers so few that Jesus decided to clioose 
some helpers. 

What was the ‘‘harvest’’ he wished to 
gain? What is the size of Jesus Christ’s en- 
tire harvest, field? How did he know the 
harvest, was ripe?. Explain proofs of this. 








What. :would .be the result if the ripened 
harvest were not gathered ? What was Jesus’ 





greatest need at thistime for his work? low 
many men had already been chosen ? 

2. The Harvesters.—Now Jesus chose. 
how many additional hel ? How were 
they sent out? Why was it better to go two 
= eeu How could they help each other? 

were they to do? (verse 9.) Where 
were they to go? Discuss the advantage it 
would be to have heralds go before to an- 
nounce the coming of Jesus in order that 
none might miss the great opportunity. 

These men were to be somewhat like ad- 
vertising agents, They were to interest the 
people, to arouse their thoughts and expec- 
tation, or, like the farmer’s helper, they were 
to make ready the soil that the ‘‘seed’’ of 
the sower might have greater chance of 
growing and producing fruit. you real- 
ize that every Christian is such an advertiser 
of Jesus ; that the responsibility of making 
people want to know about Jesus is ours? 
Suppose the agent advertising a cure for a 
certain disease was afflicted with that dis- 
ease, what would people say? Or suppose 
the agent of a medicine to make one fat 
were lank and lean, what would be the crit- 
icisms? What would people say toa quar- 
relsome, selfish, jealous girl trying to adver- 
tise a Christ who can fill us with love and 
unselfishness? Whom do you think would 
be the best advertisers of Jesus to girls? 
Does Jesus need girls to help in the harvest- 
ing? How can they work? ‘Where can 
they work? Are you girls remembering 
that your lives must show the fulfilment of 
Jesus’ power in you in such a lovable and 
desirable way that the soil in the hearts of 
other girls will be ready for the seed? 

3. Harvesting.—Before these helpers went 
forth, Jesus gave them a lesson about har- 
vesting. A young man of our church who 
desired to become a salesman had to take 
a regular course of instruction in ways and 
means of advertising and selling the goods. 
‘These lessons were given to beginners by 
the experienced and successful salesmen. 
How much more necessary it was that these 
men should receive instruction. We shall 
only note three things to-day to remember. 

I. Witnessing in certain — will require 
courage. _ Picture the Jambs among wolves. 
Explain, some of the tests of courage these 
men might meet. 

2. Nothing must delay the harvester when 
the harvest is waiting. The king’s' business 
demands haste. Physical and social needs 
are less important ‘than the harvest.’ Dis- 
cuss verse 4, 

3. Results are not ours; it is Christ that 
giveth the harvest, ‘* Not by might nor by 
power, but by my Spirit ’’ is the work to be 
accomplished, 

Discuss verses 19 and 20. The men re- 
turned rejoicing ; so will ‘all harvesters re- 
turn, Work and joy go together. Jesus is 
always greater than we anticipate. Our suc- 
cess is not our doing. The joy is for the 
privilege of helping, and is over the fact that 
we are among jesus’ helpers. Mark and 
memorize John 15:5. 

From our church-steps can you see any 
portion of Christ’s wheat-field? Where? 
How can you help in this corner? When 
should work begin? ' What will be the effect 
on each worker? Let us each look about us 
for some one to bring to class or to church 
to hear about Jesus. 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson, 

Write the story of the Seventy sent forth, 
and tell where and how you could work in 
Jesus’ harvest field. 

Read Luke 10:25-37. Whom do we 
generally think of as our neighbors? Who 
is your neighbor according to Jesus’ teach- 
ing? What does being a neighbor mean? 
Have you ever been a real neighbor to any 
one? 

What made the Samaritan cross the road? 

What did his neighborliness cost the 
Samaritan ? 

Memorize Luke 10: 27. 

Is there still a better way to love than 
this? (John 15 : 12). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Pucker’s * Boy’s-Eye View’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


es HAT is a missionary?’ asked 
teacher, first thing last Sunday. 
‘*A man that goes and preaches 
to the heathen,’’ drawled Bulldog Jones, not 
paying very good attention. 
‘* Wrong !’’ said ‘teacher, so sudden that 
Bulldog jumped and almost fell off his chair, 





. 811 


** How is it wrong?’’ he asked when he 
got his wits together. 

** You tell him, boys,’’ said teacher. 

So we lit in, Fred said there were women 
missionaries as well as men. Bert told how 
some missionaries were doctors and didn’t 
really preach in oe ee at all; and I re- 
mi him that home missionaries stayed 
right in America. We showed him all right, 
but I see now that teacher was just trying to 
get our attention, And he sure did it. 

He finally explained that a missionary is 
any one sent on a errand, and told 
how Jesus sent out seventy of his disciples as 
missionaries, though he may not have called 
them that. 

‘*Where did he send them?” asked 
Bumps, ‘‘to Africa ?’’ 

‘*No,”? answered teacher; ‘‘to Galilee. 
Can you point it out on the map?” 

Bumps showed where it was. Then 
teacher took down the map and laid it on 
the table, and we knew the picture was com- 
ing next. 

** Right here is Mount Gilboa,’’ bégan 
teacher, putting his finger on the map, *‘ and 
from its top you can look clear across a large 
ps away off to the Galilean hills.’’ Then 

é put a chair on the south side of the table, 
and gave me the stereoscope with a picture in 
it. He told me to hold it right over Mount 
Gilboa and I would see somre ‘of the very 
country across which the seventy probably 
traveled. I tell you it was great. You 
could see for miles and miles. 

Teacher called our attention especially to 
the villages scattered over the country, He 
said there were many more of them in Jesus’ 
day and much larger. ‘That is why Jesus 
exclaimed: ‘*The harvest truly is great, but 
the laborers are few.’’ 

**In what two ways did Jesus tell his dis- 
ciples to meet this need ?’”’ teacher asked. 

We found it in verses two and three, and 
teacher put it on the board in two words « 





PRAY .. . GO 











He said that is the only way the whole 
warld will ever be evangelized, by'd church 
membership that prays for missions, and is 
ready to go wherever God opens the way, 
whether it. is to. Africa or the house across 
the street. 

After every fellow had taken a good look at 
the picture we took up the home questions. 

Skinny told that these disciples ‘were to 
help people get ready to believe on: Jesus 
when he should come to their village, sane 
as John the Baptist did. 

‘Teacher said that is what every Christian 
ought to do—by a noble life help others to 
have faith in Christ. He passed around a 
little sample package of cornflakes that he got 
from a traveling man, and explained that 
every Christian is a sample of the kind of 
man Christ can make. He thinks one of the 
best ways to help Christ’s kingdom is to be a 
good sample. 

Bumps thought Jesus sent them two and 
two so they’d be company for each other, 
and because people would belions two better 
than one, : 

Carl explained that they were like lambs 
because they didn’t have any way of defend- 
ing themselves, and there would be enemies 
as fierce as wolves. 

Mine was about the purse, scrip, and 
shoes. I told what each one was, like it 
says in the Bible Dictionary, and that they 
didn’t need the first two because the people 
were going to take care of them, and sandals 
would be better for rough traveling than the 
soft shoes they had in those days. ¢. 

Bulldog had looked up about saluting peo- 
ple and tried to show how they did it. , He 
said if the disciples had stopped to do all that 
to every fellow they met they wouldn’t ever 
have gotten anywhere. 

Fred thought it was the same about being 
entertained at a lot of different houses. Such 
visiting would hinder their work. 

Bert told about how Sodom was destroyed, 
and teacher had us read what Jesus: said 
about Capernaum becoming like that, same 
as we saw in the picture the Sunday before. 

** What does that mean about shaking off 
the dust of their feet?’’ asked Bert. ' ’ 

**It means that some would listen. to 
them,” explained teacher, ‘‘and some would 
not, just as it is to-day ; but that if they did 
their part faithfully there was no blame on 
them, the responsibility was on those who 
had a chance to accept Christ and wouldn’t 
do it.”’ Saty 

He declared that a boy might have a pray- 
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ing father and mother, an earnest pastor, a 
faithful Sunday-school teacher, and yet be 
lost, for he has to choose for himself, and if 
the others have done their part the responsi- 
bility is on the boy, ‘hen we had to stop. 

Do you see now how he taught us? For 
a start he got us to talking about what a mis- 
sionary is, then he switched on to the lesson, 
hid-us find Galilee on the map, showed us 
tie stereoscopic picture, talked about it a 
while, called for the home study questions, 
und answered Bert’s question about shaking 
off the dust, 

He made the points that the church must 
loth pray and go if we are to reach the whole 
world with the gospel; that every Christian 


— 
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must be a true sample of what Jesus can 
make a man; and that we are each respon- 
sible whether we accept or reject Christ. 

For illustrations, besides the map and that 
picture, he put two words on the board and 
passed around a sample package of corn- 
flakes, Most any kind of sample would do, 

For next time the lesson is about the good 
Samaritan, Carl has to point out on the 
map the road where it happened. Fred 
must explain how Jesus came to tell the 
story. ‘The rest of us are to meet at teach- 
er’s house Friday night to fix up a dialogue 
about it in our own words. I hope I get to 
be the good Samaritan, 

West Terre Haute, Inp. 





|THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 


| Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





The Call to Service 


HE Galilean Ministry was closed, and 
the long, slow journey which was to 
culminate at Jerusalem had begun 

(chap. 9:51). The time was short, events 
were culminating; Jesus Christ had been 
practically rejected by the Jews, and -now 
came the opportunity for a wider mission, 
including Samaria, This mission of the sev- 
enty is recorded by Luke alone, some people 
thinking that he himself was one of the num- 
ber. It was the first, and it would be the 
last opportunity of evangelization before the 
death on the cross, The entire passage (Luke 
10 : 1-24) calls for the closest possible exami- 
nation, 
Daily Studies 

Monday.—Preparation (vs. 1-4). The 
Lord’s appointment has several elements of 
interest, The fact of ‘*seventy others*’’ 
shows that the mission was quite different 
fiom that of the Twelve peoeeded in chapter 
9: 1-6.~ This was a temporary appointment 
intended to prepare the way for his owa 
coming,” ‘The number ‘seventy ”’ is remi- 
niscent of the elders of Numbers 11 : 16 (see 
also Exod, 24:1). It is also said that the 
Jewish council or sanhedrin consisted of this 
number, of members. Godet suggests the 
possibility that as the Jews thought that the 
world consisted of seventy peoples (Gen, 10), 
so this was a symbolical number expressive of 
world-wide evangelization, But the former 
idea is probably more accurate. The method 
of sending, **two and two,’’ is important, 
because in every respect ‘* two are better 
than one,’’ and thirty-five twos would be de- 
cidedly better than seventy ones, This do- 
ing of work in couples is the usual divine 
plan, and it is impossible to forget Moses and’ 
Aaron, Joshua and Caleb, David ad Jona- 
than, Peter and John, Paul and Jiarnabas, 
Luther and Melancthon, John and Charles 
Wesley, Moody and Sankey, and many more, 

Encouragement..follows appointment (v. 
2). The Master tells his workers about the 
broad fields, the abundant crops, the already 
ripened grain, and the fewness of the labor- 
ers, A special point seems to be intended 
by the reference to “harvest.” It migit 
have been thought that their work was that 
of sowing, but it is clear that they were in- 
tended to reap, the work of sowing having 
already been done (see John 4: 35). Is not 
this a striking thought as we contemplate the 
souls in every land who are even now pre- 
pared to welcome the gospel? Many of our 
missionaries find their work is more like 2 
harvest than a seed-sowing. It was long 
before the conversion of people in Corinth 
that the Lord said, ** I have much people in 
tais city’? (Acts 18 : 10 

the Lord’s instructions are then given, 
Fist, he tells them to pray, putting interces- 
sion in the foreground as the most important 
and in some respects the hardest work. Then 
follows action, They are to go as well as to 
pray. They are urged to be confident, even 
though sent as “lambs in the midst of 
wolves.’? They are also to be in constant 


. readiness, unencumbered, and prepared for 


every. emergeney..(v: 4)...They are also to 
b- alert, with an entire absence of: anxiety. 
Eastern.compliments.were so elaborate that 


- they would: have‘ no time for ordinary pro- 


longed salutations, ‘They must, as it were, 
keep their ‘“*eye on the clock.’’ Proper 
politeness is one thing, elaborate etiquette 
is quite another (2 Kings 4 : 29). 
Luesday.—Pilans (vs. §-11). The saluta- 
tion is particularly interesting. (vs. 5, 6). 








Peace was not only the ordinary Hebrew 
greeting, but was the characteristic of their 
mes-age, The ‘*son of peace’’ is a Hebra- 
ism which they would readily understand 
(16:8; 20: 36; John 17: 12; Acts 4: 36; 
Eph. 2: 3).. This benediction on house- 
holds is a beautiful testimony to the breadth 
of Christianity. The peace was to descend 
on the one fitted to receive it, 

Their ministration would at once follow 
(vs. 7-9). Their behavior was first empha- 
sized (vs. 7, 8), for their life would tell even 
more than their service. The reference to 
eating and drinking hardly seems to refer to 
the avoidance of fastidiousness, because as 
Jews it is unlikely that they would be offered 
anything ceremonially unclean. It is more 
provable that the reference is to the laborer 
being worthy of what is given him. Their 
work was that of healing the sick and bearing 
testimony to the coming of the kingdom of 
God, ‘Theirs was to bea fireside ministry, 
and thereby they would get into close con- 
tact with the people, 

But the Lord does not forget the other side 
when he speaks of the possibility of a rebuke 
being given (vs, 10, 11). There was to be 
warning as well as invitation, since some 
would pretty certainly not receive them and 
their message. 

Wednesday.—Protection (vs. 12-16), This 


words of our Lord and this mission of the 





reference to those who would not receive 
them develops into a condemnation of oppo- 
nents (vs, 12-15), A day of reckoning | 
would come, and those who had high privi- 
leges would receive a corresponding doom, 

Perhaps the solemn words were a warning to | 
Galilee, as the ministry there was reviewed. 
Chorazin is only mentioned here and in Mat- | 
thew 11: 21, and it suggests that the work | 
of Christ was far greater than the records we 

possess in the Gospels. 

Not only were the rejecters to be punished, | 
but the hearers were to be honored (v. 16); 
for no one can welcome a messenger of | 
Christ without receiving blessing from Christ | 
himself, 

Thursday.—Proofs (vs. 17-24). How long | 
the work took is unknown, and of the pre- | 
cise place of the return we are equally ignor- | 
ant, But at length the Seventy returned 
with great joy and satisfaction (v. 17). ‘Fhey }> 
were probably not absent very long, but théy | 
had received more success than had been | 
promised them, for they remarked that 
**even’’ the evil spirits were subject to | 
them, for the promise had only been con- | 
nected with sickuess (v. 9). Perhaps, 
there was some allusion to the failure of the 
‘Twelve to cast out an evil spirit (9 : 40). 
But their joyous report was unmistakable. 

Their Master’s wise warning at once fol- 
lowed (v. 18). He had been noting their 
work, and he now explains their success. 
While they were engaged in casting out de- 
mons, he by divine intuition was beholding 
the author of evil falling from power in these 
victories over his servants. Nor need this 
defeat of Satan cause them any further sur- 
prise, because he was giving them authority | 
and power over all the force of the enemy. 
Satan’s fall from heaven is a reminder of 
re presence of evil in heavenly places (Bph. 

‘tah atl 

Then comes a unique outburst on the} i 
part of our Lord, expressive of his divine | 
satisfaction with what had taken place. He | 
rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, and thanked God 
his Heavenly Father for giving spiritual per- 
ception to these simple-minded, true-hearted 
followers while hiding the truths from the 
earthly wise and-prudent. This is succeeded 











| 


| four requirements tor Christian workers: 


| tween. principles and methods. 


' relation’ to God.. 


by a most remarkable testimony to the essen- 
tial oneness of the Father and the Son, re- 
minding us of many a passage in the Fourth 
Gospel (John 5:18; 6: 46, etc.). ‘lo close 
everything, our Lord spoke privately to his 
disciples, and told them they were undoubt- 
edly blessed in their spiritual privileges 
compared with many in former days who had 
desired these things in vain. 

Friday.—We must now give special atten- 
tion to the many thoughts and truths that 
arise out of this very full and detailed pas- 
sage. “To-day we will concentrate on the 
call to service. This comes from Christ as 
the Lord. He is the Master of every life, 
and he expects all his followers to serve him 
in definite work. The reference to prayer 
shows how immense is the field, how insuffi- 
cient are the human powers, and how neces- 
sary it is to wait upon God, Dr. Andrew 
Murray, in his ‘* Ministry of Intercession,”’ 
calls attention to the remarkable faith in the 
power of prayer expressed in a passage like 
1 Timothy 2: 1, 2: ‘* A few feeble and de- 
spised Christians are to influence the mighty 
Roman emperors. ... Let us believe that 
prayer is a power that is taken up by God in 
his rule of the world. . . . Evangelization of 
the world depends first of all upon a revival 
of prayer.’’ Work will naturally follow pe- 
tition. The kingdom of God is at once 
aggressive, progressive, and expansive. It 
has been noted that we have an increasing 
circle of workers, —the ‘I'welve, the Seventy, 
the five hundred brethren (Matt. 28), and 
themthe entire church, The service suggests 
evangelization and missions. Bruce calls 
attention to the well-known fact that evan- 
gelistic efforts are often distasteful to fastidi- 
ous classes of society, for popular religious 
movements are usually despised and often 
opposed by such people. John Foster has 
a remarkable essay on ‘*The Aversion of 
Men of ‘Taste to Evangelicalism.’’ Missions 
to-day constitute-the greatest work of the 
church, and it is more than likely that these 


Seventy were practically simultaneous with 
his reference to the ‘*other sheep’’ of John 
0:16. ‘lo-day’s opportunity is great, and 
the need of workers is pressing. We should 
do weil to study missions in the light of this 
passage. But we must not forget the’ beau- 
tiful suggestion of home and fireside ministry 
here indicated. “Some may be able to go 
abroad, but all can bear witness at home to 
‘* the gospel of peace.”’ 
Saturday.—The next thought refers to 
the character of the workers, As we look at 
the passage we might try to find out the 


| (1) simplicity, (2) earnestness, (3) winsome- 
ness, (4) faithfulness; -Then we should test 
our work by these qualifications, and remem- 
ber that service never rises higher than the 
personal character of the worker. 

Sunday.—The third thought arising out of 
the passage refers to the consequences of 
| Zabor, The Master assures us of blessing in 
| the work, fellowship with him in the dving 
| of it, and spiritual satisfaction as the outcome. 
Although service in his vineyard is arduous, 
it is also glorious, for it is the noblest and 
highest work we can do, Like the angels, 
| God’s servants may be described as ‘‘ minis- 
ters of his that do his pleasure.’’ 

It is impossible to overlook the remarkable 
testimony to the personal consciousness of 
Christ as found in verses 21, 22, These are 
not the words of any mere man, and the 
more we can ponder them the more we shall 
realize..theise profound meaning and force. 
** Aut Deus aut non bonus’? (** Either he is 
God or he is not good ’’). 

Questions for Study 

1. Compare this mission in detail with that 
of the ‘Twelve (Matt. 10), noting agreements 
and coutrasts, 

2. How far is the teaching here given ap- 
plicable to--work. to-day? Distinguish be- 


3. Observe here and in the Gospels gener- 

ally the.three main methods of work adopted 
by ovr Lord,—miracles, parables, and dis- 
ciples, 
. 4-Note all that is said of the conscious- 
ness of Christ,—his authority, claim, and 
Study the Gospels in proof 
of the above ‘*dilemma.,’ 


Books.for Reference 
1. Latham, ‘‘ Pastor Pastorum.’’ Index 
| of Texts. 
2. Trench, ‘* Studies in the Gospels ’”’ (p. 
239). ; 
3. Andrews, ‘‘Life of Our Lord’’ (pp. 
380-385, Scribners; $2.50) . 
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4. Edersheim, “*The Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah ’’ (Vol. LI, p. 135, Long- 
mans, Green and Co., 2 vols., $2; 
in one vol., $1). 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








WONDER how many of us ever think to 
remember in prayer those who serve us 
in the commonplace duties of every day. 

One week a letter came from a stranger-in 
which he expressed his thanks for the pulpit 
prayer of the previous Sunday. He said he 
had been a traveling postal clerk for years, 
but had never heard the postmen nor train- 
men remembered in public prayer before. 

How many such there are;—the conduc- 
tors and motormen on our street railways, 
the policemen who guard our streets, the 
telephone and telegraph operatocs, all public 
servants and all human beings who. almost 
lose their personality and identity in the very 
commonplaceness of their tasks. To pray 
for. them at family worship will tend to 
awaken interest and cordial regard for them, 
Physicians, teachers, servants, all should 
have a place in our prayer life, as well as 
pastors and government leaders. 

One Sunday in Baltimore I prayed for the 
reporters, pressmen, and newsboys, and. was 
welcomed later by a little lad who said, ‘* So 
you folks prays for us boys, do you?’’ Who 
told him, I do not know, but instead of 
making fun of it, the lad had a new interest 
not only in- me ‘and our church, but in all 
ministers, churches, and religion itself. This 
was the Saviour’s method of touching life. 





January § to II 
Moa-—Luke 10: 1-16. 
The Mission of the Seventy. 

The disciple is the representative of his 
Lord. ‘Tle that heareth you heareth me.’’ 
Christ said, **Go your ways.’’ ‘They were 
not to go the same way; each couple had 
their own way.’ But God led,-and God‘also 
was to follow. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that we may 
be chosen of God to do his work; that we 
may work with others; that we may be 
united in service; that we may not discover 
points of difference, but points of agreement. 
Pray that God's Spirit may prepare the 
hearts of those to whom we speak, that they 
may respond and accept the message. 
Tues.—Luke 18 : 17-24. -- 

The Blessedness of Discipleship. 

We read, ** The seventy returned again 
with joy.’’ They had their difficulties; they 
met devils, But those devils were subject 
to them, Notice that their joy had an influ- 
ence for Christ, and we read in the twenty- 
first verse, ‘In that hour Jesus rejoiced,’’ 
and lifted his heart in gratitude to -God. 
There is nothing more blessed than telling 
the story of Jesus Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God. to fill 
life with joy, help us to cultivate within us 
the spirit of appreciation, that we may sce 
good things.all about us, and refoice in his 
wonderful beneficence; that our hearts may 
be filled with praise and thanksgiving ; that 
we may create the atmosphere of good cheer ; 
that school, business, home, may be filled with 
the sunshine of our: Master. 


Wed.—Isaiah 6: 1-8. A Prophet’s Commission. 
In this wonderful prophecy of Isaiah we 
have a vision, message, commission, revela- 
tion, question, and answer. All were per- 
sonal, and had the influence of. direeting the 
policy of a life. . 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the great visions of life; for the revelation 
of himself to the Old Testament leaders, the 
prophets, the disciples and apostles, to men 
and women in our time. Thank God for 
the great missionaries, the great statesmen, 
the great Christian leaders, Ask him that 
we may be. worthy followers of such saints. 


Fhurs.—1 Cor. 1: 18-31.. The Prescher’s Pliieme... 


Ttie Cross is the preacher's theme.- Ht 
may seem foolishness to the hearer who does 


not: believe; and whe is living-im-sim;~but it- 


will-have power. It is the message “of God 
to man in the wonderful expression of sacri- 
fice. and forgiveness; ‘‘In the Cross of 
Christ I glory.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that those 


who preach the Word may preach the Cross ; 









































LESSON FOR JAN. II (Luke 10 : 1-24) 


that there may be no uncertain sound 
throughout the. pulpit for Christendom; 
that men may get away from the unneces- 
sary thoughts of men to the great vital truths 
of God. Pray for your own preacher,— 
pray for him by name; let your family 


huow that he has a place in the devotion of 


your home. 
Fri.—Romans 10: 1-15. The Preacher's Message. 
This chapter is the great missi c 


ter of the New ‘l'estament. Weshould com- 
mit it to memory. Paul’s heart ached for 
the children of tnash, that they might be 
saved, and he gave his life, as-well as his 
words, for them. 

PrayER SuccesTions: Pray that the 
great wide world may hear the message of 
Christ. Make your home a world-wide home 
in the spirit of your prayer. Pray for 
China in the especial need that is hers at 
this time, that she may be a Christian re- 
public; pray for her colleges and universi- 
ties, her leaders and missionaries, 
Set.—Ezekiel 3: 16-27. 

The Watchman Encouraged. 

A watchman does not do his duty unless 
he sees and speaks, He must view the 
enemy from afar, and must tell the danger at 
hand. Half-service is no service at all. His 
eye sins doubly unless his voice speaks when 


he has seen. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that. the 
world may see the danger of sin, may own 
it and know it; that none of .the so-called 
Saiths of to-day may rob us of the awful re- 
ality of sin. Pray that men may see their 
danger, and cry aloud to others who will be 


| overcome unless saved, 


Sun.—Acts 10 : 34-48. No Respecter of Persons. 

Peter was a greater man after he saw this 
vision of God, in which he discovered that 
God was world-wide in sympathy and was 
fair toward all men. ‘The Holy Spirit hon- 
ored his preaching, and those who heard him 
turned to Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
Holy Spirit may speak to us the truth day 
by day, that we may realise that all men are 
foved of God, and that we should helpithem 
all... Pray that all divisions among. men 


may cease ; that co-operation .may méaw ¢o- 
ordination of forces; that we..may, let, all 


bitterness and wrath, all jealousy and envy, 
depart forever from our lives, wosg 





Questions in 
the Prayer Life 
Considered by Henry W. Frost 


Home Director of the China Inland Mission 











Readers are invited to submit their 
prayer problems for discussion in this 
department, addressing Mr. Frost in 
care of The Sunday School Times. 


‘Are Twenty Better than One 


in Prayer ? 

What ground have we, as Christians, for 
our belief that God grants more definitely a 
request which is the subject of prayer of say 
twenty or thirty persons than the same re- 
quest.offered by one devout Christian? Ts 
the granting of the prayer any more assured 
qhen it is made by a number of persons than 
when uttered by one child of God ? 


WOULD rather have the prayer of one 
uncommon Christian than the prayers of 

a hundred common Christians. But I 
would rather have the prayers of a hundred 
uncommon Christians than the prayer of one 


- uncommon Christian. And I would rather 


have the prayers of a hundred common 
Christians than the prayer of one common 
Christian. 

There is much evidence in the Word of 
God that the prayers of certain individual, 
uncommon saints have meant more to God 
than the prayers of a multitude of common 
saints. Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, 
Samuel, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, 


Peter, James, John, and Paul are all exam- |. 


ples of thistruth, These men stood out like 
Spiritual giants amongst their fellows, and 
their prayers wrought wonders before God 
and men which were not otherwise to be ob- 
tained. To take a single example, think 
what Elijah’s praying brought to pass, clos- 
ing and opening the heavens, impoverishing 
and blessing the earth, shaking a kingdom 
to its foundation, and turning a nation from 
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‘apostasy back to God. Surely it was better 
‘to secure the prayer of such a man than the 
prayers of a score and more of other men. 
And what was true, is true. 


T IS also plain in the Word that as often 
as godly men were united together in 
prayer ice was peculiar power in the 

r which was offered. One would imag- 
ne that this would be the case even from 
the standpoint of natural reasoning, for one 
would think that there must be such a thing 
as accumulative power in prayer. But one 
is not left to natural reasoning, for there are 
many examples given in the Scriptures which 
present and confirm the thought. For in- 
stance, what a time that was (Acts 2 : I, 2) 
when the disciples were gathered in the 
upper room in prayer, waiting upon God 
with one accord; how quickly and wonder- 
fully God wrought in their behalf in the gift 
of. the Holy Spirit. 

Or to take another example (Acts 4 : 23- 
31), what a marvelous effect was produced 
when, later, those Spirit-baptized men and 
women lifted up their voice to God with one 
accord, the very place being shaken where 
they were, and they being filled anew with 
the Holy Spirit. To take still another in- 
stance (Acts 13 : 1-4), see those five godly 
men gathered together at Antioch, minister- 
ing to the Lord and fasting, and behold how 
God responded to their petitions by sending 
forth those two great missionaries to the 
Gentiles—Barnabas. and Saul, Manifestly, 
-if the prayer of one godly man means mde 
the prayers of many godly men mean much 
more. 

It is also clear from the Word that it is 
better to have the prayers of many saints of 
the average kind than the prayer of only one 
saint of the same kind. We may not be able 
to understand and. explain why this should 
be so. But the fact is easily established. 
For the Master, when he was on earth, spoke 
specifically about the prayers of the many as 
compared with the prayer of the one, giving 
special promises to those who should unite 
with .others in their. petitioning, and this 
without reference to their being exception- 
ally godly persons. . ‘* Where two or three 
are gathered together. in my name, there am 
‘Lin the midst of them.’’. And again: ‘If 
two, of you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father who is in heaven.’’ 
Moreover, that great intercessor, Paul, made 
special application of the Master’s thought 
and promises to his own life and ministry, 
keeping ever before him the advantage of 
having saints united in prayer in his behalf, 
even though those saints were not of the 
godliest kind :, ‘‘ Pray for us-’’; ** Brethren, 
pray for us’’; ‘* Finally, brethren, pray for 
us.”’ 


7 HILE the thought is not given as an 
explanation of this last statement, it 
is manifest in the Scriptures that God 

has his mind much set upon numbers in the 
accomplishment of hispurposes. ‘This is not 
because he is depending upon ‘‘an arm of 
flesh,’’ the story of Gideon and his three 
hundred disproving this idea; it is because, 
calling, not simply individuals into service, 
but also corporate bodies, he insists upon 
dealing with the body so called as a body, 
and with all individuals in it in relationship 
to that body.  ~ pail 

When Achan had sinned by stealing the 

things which had been devoted to the Lord, 
and when in ‘consequence Israel had been 
defeated by the mien of Ai, Joshua fell on his 
face’ befote God, mourning over his people’s 
discomfiture. Now, note what God said to 
Joshua: ‘‘Get thee up; wherefore art thou 
thus fallen. upon thy face? Jsrae/ hath 
sinned.’’ But, as a matter of fact, Israel 
had not sinned; only Achan had sinned. 
And yet, Israel had sinned, because Achan 
was a part of Israel, and the part represented 
the whole. And so it was that Achan had 
to be jtidged’ and put out of the way before 
Israel could be right before God and could 
again defeat the enemies of the Lord, When 
this was done they went up against the men 
of Ai and'slew them with a great slaughter. 


“HIS example—and examples could be 
multiplied—throws much light upon 
certain Scriptures, and gives us a 

glimpse, at least, of what God is doing and 
will do in reference to prayer. For it estab- 
lishes this fact, that the Father in heaven 
sees a vital connection between.an individual 
and the body of which that individual is a 
, part+—whether the individual be. a Jew or a 
Christian, and whether the body be Israel or 





the Church—and. that he deals with the indi- 





vidual and the body in their relationship 
with each other. So, then, let the individual 
sin, and the body is punished ; or let the in- 
dividual live godly, and the body is blessed. 
And let the body sin, and the individual has 
to suffer, or let the body live godly—in 
prayer, faith, etc.—and the individual is 
prospered. 

It is apparent, then, that if numbers of 
men. and. women are unitedly obedient in 
offering prayer for a given person, that this 
unification brings special power into opera- 
tion in behalf of that person, inasmuch as 
such action of united prayer recognizes the 
bodily unity: which God has ordained and 
which he delights to see and acknowledge. 
And it follows from this, that, to the extent 
that this unity is increased, the power also is 
increased. e ideal, therefore, would be 
to secure the unification in true, spiritual 
prayer of the whole church of Christ. If this 
could be done, prayer would become invin- 
cible and all-conquering. But, even if this 
cannot be done, all true saints should aim to 
secure the largest possible epernach to it, in 
order that the largest possible blessing may 
be obtained. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, January 11, 1914 


Purpose, Persistency, and Power in 
Prayer (Matt. 7 : 7-21). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— What purpose ? (Matt. 6 : 5-13.) 

‘lUES.— Unity of purpose (Matt. 8 : 19-20). 

WED.—A woman's persistence (Luke 18 : 
1-8). 

‘THURS.—Jacob's persistency (Gen, 32 : 24- 


32). 

FRI.—Power from prayer (Matt 17 : 1-8, 
14-21). 

Sat.—Moses’ power (Exod. 34 : 28-35). 











What is a purposeful prayer ? 

Why is persistency necessary ? 

How does consecration increase power in 
prayer? ee 


RAYER, to be real, must be sincere, 
There is a prayer that is sin to.a man 

(Psa. 60:18), Such prayer is prayer that 

is not honest ; that is offered for-things we do 
not truly desire or will not faithfully receive ; 
that is used as a cover of selfishness or indo- 
lence ; that is of the lips only, and not of the 
heart. The prayer that God will answer 
must be prayer from the heart. ‘‘In all thy 
prayers,’’ says John Bunyan, “let thy heart 
be without words, rather than thy words 
without heart.’’ When we have put our 
hearts into our prayers we shall have no 
trouble in putting them into our work. As 
Gurnall said, ‘‘’Tis harder to get the great 
bell up than to ring it when raised, And so 
it is with our hearts—harder work we shall 
find it to prepare them for duty than to per- 
form it when they are got into some order.’’ 


Jesus himself urged upon his disciples the 
importance and value of earnestness in 
prayer. He told two parables to illustrate 
the need not of earnestness only, but even of 
importunity and insistence (Luke 11 : 5-8 
and Luke 18 : 1-8). ‘* Men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint,’’ says Luke himself, 
drawing the lesson of: Jesus’ words, So 
earnest should we be that we will not de- 
spair or desist, when we are. tempted to say, 
‘‘ What is the need of being importunate ? 
God knows my needs, I will simply state them 
to him and then leave everything to ‘his will, 
It is unworthy conduct to repeat and repeat 
and entreat and entreat.’”’ We can fall back 
upon Jesus’ own teaching. He urged men 
to beseech God. 


And it is not Jesus’ teaching alone that 
leads us to pray eagerly and persistently. It 
is our own hearts also whenever they are 
really concerned, ‘I never prayed in my 
life before as I have prayed now,”’ said a 
good man as a great perii hung over the life 
which he loved best in all the world. ‘I 
have prayed and prayed. I simply could not 
be denied.’’ And God heard his prayer. 
When the great issues of life and death are 








in the. balance we pray. persistently. because | 


we cannot pray otherwise. 
( Continued on next page) 
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The Greatest Supplementary 
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per, 6x8 inches in size; 800 subjects. 
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than ten received, e 


PICTURE SET 


Ilustrating the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for 1914. Consists 
of sixty (60) pictures. Enclosed in an 
attractive portfolio, 50 cents postpaid. 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 
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IN THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS (MATTHEW, MARK AND LUKE) 





Teaching Helps 
on the Life of Christ 


The books and charts in this list will be found in- 





valuable to the busy student or Bible teacher in 





studying and teaching the Life and Ministry of Christ 





The Life Story of Jesus 


By Pror. CLARK S. BEARDSLEE. The 
life of Christ as a whole, told in a way that 
ves a complete, orderl icture of that 
fe, by a master of vivid characterization. 
10 cents each ; $1.00 a dozen. 


Medical Men in the Time of Christ 


By Dr. ROBERT N, WILLSON, gives a re- 
view of early medical history, a study of lay 
conditions in which medical men worked, a, 
description of the Asklepian Temples of 
Health; a study of Luke the physician, 
and a crowning chapter on the Master 
Physician, Illustrated. $1.00. 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels 
By Prof, MATTHEW BROWN RIDDLE. 
An eight- pamphlet, printed on fine 
paper, showing the events of the Gospel 
story, places and dates and location in 
each Gospel, in parallel columns, 10 cents. 
Folded within stiff covers, ag cents. 


A Chart of Christ’s Journeyings 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. On map paper, 
9% xtg inches, folded within stiff covers, 
3%x6% inches. Four clear outline jour- 
ney maps, showing the various periods of 
Jesus’ ministry, with the events, and the lo- 
cation of the Scripture passages in parallel 
columns. 20 cents. 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THOMP- 
SON, S.T.D. To see the Twelve as real 
men, with their weaknesses and their noble 
characteristics sympathetically set forth, is 
the privilege of ine 4 reader of President 
Thompson's book. e devotes a chapter 
to each of the six pairs of apostles, and a 
chapter to what is known outside the New 
Testament about their life and death. The 
book is at once a graphic, vivid character 
study, and an invaluable reference manual 
in Bible study. go cents. 


The Life That is Christ 


By RICHARD ROBERTS, {ous Christ 
longs for the mastery of the lives that he 
has already saved, There is a fulness of 
life in Christ, a fulness of Christ in the life, 
which many genuine disciples of Christ 
have not yet experienced. It is worth 
every cost to get it. This message of a 
young Welsh minister, now serving a large 
suburban church of London, has already 
been mightily used of Christ in the coin- 
plete revolutionizing of the lives of certain 
of his American Christian friends. Will 
you let it search out your life, and bring 
you the same blessing, — which is simply 
Christ? 2 cents each; $1.00 a hundred. 


Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ 


With an outline harmony of the Gospels. 
By-GEOKGE E, Croscurp, B. A., author of 
“A Synchronic Chart of United States His- 
tory.” The distinctive feature of this work 
is found in the two sheets of folding colored 
charts bound in at the back of the book. 
These charts make visible and real the 
earthly life of our Lord by localizing its his- 
torical facts and features, which are har- 
monized with the Gospel story thereof, thus 
helpfully connecting time, place and event. 
Harmony and charts are interdependent, 
and make up the author's “* visible method ” 
of teaching history and applying it to the 
Gospel narratives, There is also included 
an abundant bibliography of books to con- 
sult, a pronouncing and explanatory dic- 
tionary of proper names, lists of the mira- 
cles and parables of Jesus, an outline of 
the Jewish Calendar, a diagram of the 
Herodian family, and a brief record of the 
Twelve Apostles. This is destined to be- 
come a standard work, necessary to every 
Bible student's equipment. $1.00. 


Ten Sta in the 
Active eer of Jesus 


‘By PRESIDENT FRANK K. SANDERS, 
Ph.D., D.D. _ A survey of the working 
ministry of Jesus, 2 cents each; go or 
more at $1.00 a hundred. 


illustrations on the Beatitudes 
By SADIE Eastwoop. Especially de- 
signed for the use’ of primary teachers and 
mothers who wish to present the Beatitudes 
in a series of lessons, with illustrations, 
Stories and ether teaching hints, go cents. 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 


By.S. W. PraTT, D.D. The topic of the 
book is discussed from the standpoint of 
the Gospel according te John, and is a 
careful analysis of that Gospel, go cents. 


Light and Shade 
Relief Map of Palestine 


By GEORGE MAY POWELL. A beauti- 
fully printed flat map, which has the effect 
of a raised map, showing elevations and 
depressions, with a simple key system for 
locating important places, 18x23 inches. 
25 cents. : 


Victory in Christ 


By RoBERT F, HorTON, D.D. This book 
has a great message of encouragement and 
vowpd for thousands who are groping for 
ight on the problem of sin in life, and on 
the true conditions of victory over sin, and 
of fellowship with Christ as the life. There 
are chapters on The Daring of the Vic- 
torious Life, Bible Study, Prayer, Service, 
Evangelism, Temptation, and Joy. It is 
bound uniformly with the “ How” book and 
“Winning Men One by One.” g0 cents. 


The Students’ Itlustrated 
Geography of the Holy Land 

By the REV. WILLIAM WALTER SMITH, 
A.B., A.M., M.D., Author of “ The Sun- 
day School of To-Day," ‘Sunday School 
Teaching,” etc. This book is illustrated 
with about‘one hundred pictures of Bible 
places and thirty-five maps, many of them 
in colors. With Foreword by the Rev. 
Milton S. Littlefield. It is a popular read- 
ing manual and text-book for teachers and 
clergy, and an illuminating course of les- 
sons for the Sunday-school, to be used in 
the history and geography ages. The book 
is designed fér extensive use in private 
study, in supplemental work in classes above 
the elementary grades, and in teacher- 
training classes that desire to do especially 
careful work in the combined fields of his- 
tory and geography. One of the special 
features of this book is a very full list of 
Bible pictures and reference works, with 
definite information as to where they can 
be obtained. 7g cents. 


Wall Chart of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ 


By GEorRGE E. Croscup, B.A. Beauti- 
fully lithographed in colors. Size, 44x64 
inches. This chart is a wonderfully suc- 
cessful attempt to make the earthly life of 
our Lord more real by making visible the 
time and the place of the recorded events. 
The Diagram of the Ministry is based upon 
the period of about three and a half years, 
and closely follows Professor Matthew B. 
Riddle’s ‘‘ Outline Harmony of the Gos- 
pels.” It also conforms to the well-known 
“Harmony of the Gospels’ by Stevens 
and Burton, and with slight variations to 
the “ Outlines of the Life of Our Lord” 
by Dr. S. J. Andrews. The chart contains 
three complete diagrams: (1) A General 
View of the Life of Christ. (2) The Minis- 
try of Christ. (3) The Passion Week, It 
is hand-mounted on heavy muslin, with 
common rollers. $3.00. 


The above prices include pestage 
These books may be ordered through your local bookseller, or direct from the publishers 
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We have the example of Jesus also as one 
wko prayed intensely and repeatedly. When 
did he ask three times for what he needed, 
and each time in the same words? And we 
are told that he received what he thus prayed 
for (Heb. 5 : 7; Luke 22 : 43). 

“ 


And Jesus’ prayer was earnest prayer 
(Luke 22: 44). So was Elijah’s (Jas. 5 : 


17). In the King James Version the same 
word is used in each of these , but 
it is not so in the Greek. Can you find out 


the difference? Perhaps your pastor can 
find it for you, and it is worth finding out. 
& 

Let nothing persuade us that we may not 
come directly to God with anything and be 
sure that if we are deeply interested in it he 
will be also, The Bible opens up the whole 
of life earnestly lived to the loving care of 
God. As Bishop Moule says in his choice 
little book on ‘*Secret Prayer,’’ ‘* Listen 
to that noble believer, Abraham’s servant, at 
the Mesopotamian well, taking his master’s 
eternal God into confidence about the well 
and the camels and Isaac and her who was 
to be Isaac’s wife. Listen to Jacob at 
Mahanaim telling the Almighty One about 
his fear of Esau and pleading about wives 
and children and reminding his Friend of the 
old promise (Gen. 32 : 9-12). Look at 
Hannah while her lips move (t Sam. 1: 10, 
11), Look at Hezekiah holding out the 
pagan’s insulting letter, as if asking Jehovah 
to read it word by word, and inform himself 
quite distinctly of its contents (2 Kings 19 : 
14-19). Hear Nehemiah in the secrecy of 
his heart, though the surroundings indeed 
were public, requesting the God of Israel to 
influence at that moment the will of Arta- 
xerxes Longimanus (Neh. 2:4). Watch St. 
Paul as he details to the Father of his Lord 
the particular needs of the saints of Philippi 
or of Colossz and those of his private friend 
Philemon (Phil. 1: 9-11; Col. 1: 3-12; 
Philemon 4), and as he tells Jesus Christ 
three times over about the thorn in his own 
suffering flesh (2 Cor. 12: 8).. And let us 
address ourselves to prayer in their spirit.’’ 


Do we thank God as often as we petition 
him? 

** A great part of my time is occupied in 
getting my heart into tune for prayer,’’ said 
McCheyne. 

** Prayer is the best work I ever did,’’ said 
General S, C. Armstrong. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 














SASKATCHEWAN.—I am the teacher of a Sun- 
day-school class of girls about thirteen years of 
age. It seems desirable to organize the class. 
Upon what plan would you advise organizing 
aclass so young? What work could we take 
up to help them feel the real superiority of the 
organized class over the unorganized? About 
how much would it cost for us to support a na- 
tive girl in a Christian school in China ?—E. L. 

OU have before you a very interesting 
opportunity. I believe if you knew as 
much about those girls as they know 

about themselves, you would find that they 
are already organized, Itis next to impossi- 
ble for a company of thirteen-year-old girls 
to associate together continually without 
some sort of an organization, whether it is 
called by that name or not, or whether they 
are aware of itor not. There is a leader in 
your class, and all the other girls recognize 
that leader. By all means effect an organiza- 
tion. If your scholars were twice as old as 
they are, your organization would carry with 
it self-government entirely ; and even at the 
present age it ought to carry a good deal of 
self-control when the organization is effected. 
However, at that age it is necessary for the 
teacher to keep a guiding hand upon the 
whole enterprise, yet without letting the 
girls really feel the pressure of the hand. 
You can accomplish almost anything you de- 
sire to accomplish, but it had better be done 
without specific commands, and without ap- 
pearing to give directions. 

Now as to the form of organization, apply 
to the office of your Provincial Sunday School 
Association (the General Secretary of the 
Saskatchewan Sunday School Association is 
the Rev. D. H. Wing, 3 Credit Foncier 
Building, Regina), and ask for a sét of the 
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Secondary Division Leaflets. Leaflet No. 1 
deals with the organized class, and there is 
scarcely a question which you could raise in 
connection with the organizing of your class 
which is not dealt with in a simple and mas- 
terly way in that leaflet. Leaflet No. 4 is 
devoted to through-the-week activities, and 
you will find there special attention given to 
activities for girls’ classes in the line of the 
physical, social, mental, and spiritual needs 
of the girls. You will also find a fine bib- 
liography. 

The secret of success lies in securing their 
united interest in something specific, and in 
accomplishing some particular goal. ‘he 
support of a girl in China, as suggested by 
your question, is as fine a goal as you could 
desire. Your denominational mission board 
wiil help you to select such a girl, and you 
can have her name and her picture. The 
expense is not great. It would not be over 
fifty dollars a year, and very likely half that 
sum will be enough. The Sunday-school 
with which I was connected for many years 
has supported four girls in India, one at a 
time, covering the last twenty-five years, 
changing from one girl to another as they 
grew up and were married, or, as in one 
case, when the girl died. We never paid 
more than twenty-five dollars a year, and 
this was paid through our regular missionary 
board, 

DisTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—I should like to 
get some information as to the use of banners 
in the Sunday-school. _ My idea is to offer a 
banner to the class doing the best work for the 
year, and kave that class designated the follow- 
ing year or years, so long as they deserve to 
retain the title, as ‘‘The Banner Class.’ Of 
course the banner would be hung up in their 
room, and exhibited at such times as might be 
desired. What should be the considerations 
for giving the banner? My first thought was 
for the greatest percentage of growth ; or it 
might be ae for the best average attendance. 
But what I desire most of all is increased en- 
rolment and attendance. 

What is the best publication in the way of a 
weekly + OOS paper for superintendents ? 

BELIEVE it would be. better to change 

the banner every month instead of once 

a year, and have the banner stand for 
one thing oné month and: another thing an- 
other month, If the other classes of the 
schoo] know that a certain class is to hold 
the banner: for a year, it will cause them, I 
fear, to lose interest. In introducing the 
banner, you might hang it upon the plat- 
form every Sunday for a month, and say, for 
example, that the class having the largest 
percentage of its membership present during 
that month will be the banner class for the 
next month ; there will be some effort to se- 
cure it. Then perhaps the next month it 
could be the matter of the largest percentage 
of the class who bring their Bibles to Sun- 
day-school; possibly the next month. the 
matter of securing new scholars, and then 
again the making of missionary offerings. In 
this way there will be a freshness about it 
that is not secured by changing the banner 
but once a year, 

I know of no better weekly publication 
for a superintendent than The Sunday School 
Times. It gives special attention to the 
superintendent’s problems. The Sunday 
School Executive is also good. It is pub- 
lished by the David C. Cook Company of 
Elgin, Ill. 


aVie 





PENNSYLVANIA.—Our Sunday-school has a 
regular monthly teachers’-meeting where 
matters of importance are to be discussed, such 
as Christmas and Easter presents, etc., but 
very often we cannot come to a conclusion 
without much argument and sometimes ill- 
feeling. How could I change this meeting so 
that it will be a help to the teachers in teach- 
ing? What subjects might be discussed for 
the benefit of the teachers ?—H. H. M. 

HERE the right spirit’ exists among 
teachers, it is impossible that there 
should be unpleasant debate, disa- 

greement, and ill-feeling. Where these con- 
ditions exist at all, it is a pretty good indica- 
tion that what is needed is not discussion, 
but a prayer-meeting. Suppose you have for 
your discussion some evening, ‘* How can we 
strengthen the prayer-life of our Sunday- 
school ?’’ or, ** What is the spiritual cordi- 
tion in our classes ?’’ allowing each teacher 
to report. No Sunday-school can rise in its 
spiritual power above that of its officers and 
teachers. Teachers who take their work 


seriously, and whose chief concern is to 
teach God’s Word ‘and honor him, will le 
able to discuss any question of any sort tha’ 
may arise without ill-feeling. , 
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Books That Are 


In The Angel of God’s Face, Dr. 
Henry van Dyke presents an edifying dis- 
course based on the well-known words of 
Isaiah 63 : 9, interpreting with skill, unfold- 
ing with simplicity this divine message of 
comfort and sustenance into a touching and 
tender appeal to actual human needs, and 
investing both interpretation gnd_ counsel 
with his own unfailing charm of style and 
spirit. “He has written nothing more pleas- 
ing and useful—and this is saying much. As 
given out by the publishers, with flexible 
cover and decorated pages, the booklet is 
specially adapted to use as a gift, (West- 
minster Press, 35 cents.) 

Letters to Edward (By Malcolm J. 
McLeod).—In giving to the world his actual 
** Letters to Edward,’ in accordance with 


--Edward’s last request, Dr. Malcolm J. 


McLeod both adds in a telling way to his 
already large usefulness as preacher and 
writer, and introduces a breezy novelty to 
literature. The publishers justly say: ‘* The 
letters which make up this volume let the 
reader into the heart-life of one of America’s 
most popular preachers.’? ‘They ‘‘ are human 
and appealing. They possess acuteness of 
reasoning, vigor of thought, and charm of 
style.’? More than this, they reveal a warm 
and tender friendship, and touch the deeps 
of life touchingly and powerfully. One feels 
the grip of reality on every page. (Revell, 
$1 net.) 


In The Arithmetic of Friendship Dr. 
Amos R, Wells treats ‘‘ the master passion ”” 
with freshness, insight, and skill, and makes 
it winsome anew. . His six short chapters 
discuss with brevity and point, The Rare Art 
of Making Friends, Certain: Limitations of 
Friendship, Making Allowance for One’s 
Friends, Giving One’s Self to Friendship, 
The Priceless Rewards of Friendship, and 
The Friendship that-Surpasses All,’’ all in 
the compass of sixty-one pages.°' The: flex- 


: ible cover, open print, and decorated pages 


furnish fit. setting to 'a rarely. attractive. gilt- 
book,. whose value.is augmented by its. lack 
of bulk and whose usefulness: will not bé 
equaled by many a more pretentious! volume 
—if, indeed, by any. (Westminstér Press, 
35 cents.) 3 

The Lure of the tron Trail (by Ward 
W. Adair) shows religion at work among 
railroad men, with strikmg and wholesome 
results, attended in many instances by thrill- 
ing experiénces. The two hundred pages 
of the volume comprise thirteen distinet and 


. Stirring narratives, with tiles such as: The 


Wood-passer of Doodletown, A Rawhider 
of the Panhandle, The Hiring Switchman, 
The Open Diaw, The Burlington Stoker, 
Roundhouse Tom, Catskill Bill, The Chief 
Conductor, The Y-man at Twohy’s Camp. 
The tales are well and tersely told, and are 
free from objectionable features. Every 
story strikes home. The volume is illus- 
trated and makes an excellent gift-book for 
railroad ‘men, and others. (Association 
Press, $1 net.) 


The Progressing Philippines (By 
Charles W. Briggs).—There is nothing so 
difficult to produce, in missionary literature, 
as a Satisfactory text-book for mission study 
classes, Too many of those put out in re- 
cent years, while full of reliable information, 
are not of absorbing interest. But Mr. 
Briggs, 2 Baptist missionary who has spent 
ten years in Panay and Negros, his given us 
a text-book that comes near to being ideal, 
In ten chapters he tells almost all that the 
average person needs to know about the 
Islands and their people, past and present, 
and the missionary work being done there, 
Such a well-written book is a cause for con- 
gratulation and deserves a wide circulation. 
(Griffith & Rowland Press, 58 cents, post- 
paid.) 

The Splendid Quest (By Basil Mat- 
hews).—A double interest runs through this 
series of hero tales,—first, that of the facts in 
the lives of Sir Galahad, Joan of Arc, Sister 
Dora, Charles Lamb, Simon Peter, Paul, and 
others, and, second, the interest in noting 
how a father tells these stories to his boy, 
especially when this father is an Englishman, 
and includes among Lis heroes Abraham 
Lincoln and Louisa Alcott. <A brief account 
of the life of Jesus Christ, who is exalted as 
the one in whom every knight finds the. end 





Worth Knowing | 





of his quest, is included, in the same simple 
style as the others, and the spirit of chivalry 
in a hundred different ages is well shown. 
Leaders of the Knights of King Arthur, and 
of the Holy Grail and similar organizations, 
will be glad of these tales to tell their boys, 
and parents will find here the material to 
satisfy the demand for stories, (Revell, $1 
net. ) 


Promise of the Christ Age in Recent 
Literature (By William Eugene Mosher, 
Ph.D. )—It is remarkable how much the lit- 
erature of the modern world has come to 
occupy itself with the greatest of historic 
themes,—that of the appearance of Jesus 
Christ in the flesh, and the beginnings of 
Christendom. In Germany (Frenssen, Su- 
dermann, Widman, and Hauptmann),Sweden 
(Lagerléf), Denmark (Pontoppidan), Italy 
{Fousssere), France (Rostand), Russia (An- 

reyev), and England (Kennedy), this new 
interest in the greatest personality of history 
has embodied itself in drama and in prose 
fiction. These writers differ widely as to 
their estimate of the significance of our Lord’s 
person and mission; but even the most un- 
satisfactory estimate is a confession that the 
world cannot get away from the problem He 
presents, ‘lhis Dr. Mosher of Oberlin de- 
scribes and discusses very fully, giving a 
chapter to each of the writers already named, 
(Putuam, $1.25). 


Christian Ethics and Modern 
Thought (By Charles F. D’Arcy, D.D.).— 
The ethical side of Christianity was never 
more discussed than at present, since social 
questions have come so much to the front. 
Bishop D’Arcy, who is recognized as one of 
the ablest of Irish Protestant bishops, makes 
a good contribution to the discussion. Canon 
Travers Smith of the same church, in a simi- 
lar treatise some thirty years ago, had to 
occupy himself with Mill, Iluxley, Lubbock, 
and Spencer. All of these are now below 
the horizon, and Nietzsche:and his school 
take their place, attacking Christianity as the 
triumph of the,slaye element in society over 
the most noble, and its morality as slave- 
morality, Dr. D’Arcy takes up different 
aspects of his great theme with clear and 
suggestive discussion, and with frequent ref- 
erence to the best and the worst that has 
been said or written. He shows a good bal- 
ance of judgment, and a wide view of the 
truths under treatment, (Longmans, Green 
& Co., 40 cents. ) 


The Men of the Gospels (By Lynn 
Harold Hough).—There is no body of litera- 
ture that contains so much portraiture of 
character as do the four Gospels, in propor- 
tion t6 their bulk. It was foretold of our 
Lord that he was ‘set for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which 
is spoken against. . . that thoughts out of many 
hearts may be revealed.’’ None came into 
his presence without being either the better 
or the worse for the contact. He seemed to 
strip off men’s masks, pretenses, make-be- 
lieves, and to bring the real man into the 
light of day. Mr. Hough deals with this. He 
studies carefully those slight but suggestive 
traits of character which disclose to us John 
the Forerunner, Peter, John the Beloved, 
Thomas, Judas, the young ruler, Nicodemus, 
Caiaphas, Pilate, Antipas, and Simon of 
Cyrene. There is room to doubt some of 
his readings, as in describing Thomas as 
**the heroic doubter.’’ But as a whole these 
brief studies are illuminative and helpful. 
(Eaton & Mains, 50 cents net.) 


The Modern Call of Missions (By 
James S. Dennis, D.D.).—Any book by the 
author of ‘‘Christian Missions and Social 
Progress ’? must command attention. ‘* The 
Modern Call of Missions’’ does not present 
the discussion and development of some one 
great thesis, as in other books by this same 
author, for this is a collection of essays and 
monographs, all bearing, it is true, upon the 
great foreign missionary enterprise, but 
otherwise rather unrelated to each other. 
All of these articles have appeared before, 
as the author explains in the preface, but 
they have been revised or even re-written for 
their more permanent preservation in book- 
form."*The great variety of themes discussed 
is evidenced by the chapter headings, among 
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debility, but 
if the lungs are fortified with 
SCOTT’S EMULSION 
their progress can be 
and often overcome. Scott’s 
Emulsion is used in tuk i: 
camps because its highly con- 
centrated nourishment builds 





Absolutely nothing equals 
Scott’s Emulsion, te strengthen 
the langs and drive out colds 
and coughs. . 


Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield. N. J. 0 











HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE . 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 
386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 

SCHOOL MATERIAL 
Quantity price, 30cents. Send Sor a sample copy. 
The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 
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\S 4, FACTORY TO YOU 
ound For College, School or Society 
#0. 1671 Catalog with attractive 
prices mailed free upon request. Special 
Offer, either style of pins here iNustrated 
with any three letters and figures, one or ’ ; 
two colors of-enamel, Sterling Silver, ;30c. wo 
each; $3.00doz.; Silver Plate, 15c. each ;, , $1.50 doz 
BASTIAN BROS. CO., 304 Bastian Bidg,, Rochester, N 
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When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Justa little better 
than any of its forty 
predecessors in its 
fulness of explana- 
tion, illustration 


and anecdotes—its 
wealih of material 
and its practical 
helpfulness for 


teacher and pupil. 
Price, $1.00 net 


Postpaid, $1.15 
W.A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 

For 













“FITS THE VEST POCKET’ 


Gist .:%- Lesson 


By R. A. TORREY 
A Vest-pocket “* Multum in Parvo.” 
Each lesson fully explained (three 
whole pages); special emphasis of 
the text; prayer meeting topics,etc. 
= | } FLEMING Hi. REVELL COMPANY 
N.Y.,158 5th Ave. Chicago, 125 N. Wabash 
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Now. 


themselves. 


@ Please don’t lose time in 
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Why Not Go 
To Tokyo 


Without a Dollar’s Expense to Yourself 


@ For the World’s Eighth Sunday School Convention is to 
meet in Tokyo in 1916, and you will want to be there, 
with increasing eagerness as the time draws near. 


q A long journey is worthy of early preparation. 
And begin by asking The Sunday School Times 
Company how it proposes—and it does propose no less 
than this—to make the Tokyo trip a reality for many 
Sunday-school workers without money cost to the workers 


q This is not a “ prize” plan, heavy with disappointment 
to those. who do not win. 
adequate compensation for all who try it, even if for 
any reason they finally find they cannot go; and for. 
those who do go the plan will be a gratefully remem- 
bered partner in a rich experience never to be forgotten. 


op a postal card, for the Zokyo Plan. 


ScHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Street, 


Begin : 


The plan has its entirely 


wondering. Just ask to-day 


Philadelphia Pa. 
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Every man owes it to him- 
self and his family to save 
some portion of his income. 
And to put his eave? where they will be 
be ny ey A safeguarded, and where the return 
will be as liberal as is consistent with safety— 
The 6 per cent certificates issued by this com- 
pany meet every requirement of an ideai in- 
vestment. 
They are issued in small sums—$100— 
They run for two years and are then payable 
on demand at any time. 
They are amply secured by first mo gages 
on improved real estate— 
They ate issued by a com any that i 18 
years has never been a day late in mailing in- 
terest checks or in the repayment of principal. 
Let us send you the booklet telling all 
about them, 


The CALVERT MORTGAGE COMPANY 
1964 Calvert Building Baltimore, Md 


Virginia Farms and Homes 
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"BSOKS Worth Noting 


(Continued from preceding page) 
which may be noted the following : 


-| and Diplomacy, Missions and National Evo- 


lution, The Hymnody of Modern Misstbns, | 
Islam ‘ind Christian Missions, and a number 


| relating to missionary problems and condi- 


tions in the Near East, where the author was 
for r:any"years a missionary. In many of 
hese chapters there is inspiration and spir- 
taal stimulus, ¢ as in the one on ** Lessons of 
/Martyrdom.” But the distinguishing charac- 
teristic of the book is its scholarship ‘and 
authoritativeness, issionary leaders will 
feel especially grateful for the research Dr. 

Dennis undertook, resulting in such a splen- 
did array of facts ‘and so helpful a collection 
of apologetic material as appears in the mono- 
graphs on Missions in their relation to Diplo- 
macy, Commerce, and Union Movements, 
(Revell, $1.50.) 





|. Children at Home 





My New Surprise Party 
‘ By Mary Sherburne Warren 


suppose I should have gone on hating te 

iron all the rest of my life, and that might 
have been years and years, for-I am only 
twelve, now. 

You see we are very unfortunate in our 
family, for wé have four boys and only two 
girls. As mother has to spend hours every 
day cooking for so many people, and my sis- 
ter Eveline is always busy at work that I am 
not old enough to do, the ironing falls on me. 
I mean the common ironing, for mother and 
Eveline do the particular things. 

I always thought a lot of Aunt Judith, for 
I am her namesake. The day she came we 
were having a cozy talk in the hammock, and, 
though I didn’t really mean to, I confessed 
just how I detested the sight of a flat-iron. 
Auntie nearly jumped out of the hammock, 

‘*Why, little Judith,’’ she said, *‘ that is 


|. F AUNT Judith had not come to visit us I 


3. ‘* Now open your eyés and Legit ctthion 
|} are at a yen shé said, 


+What do I found: inside the 
towel? “H tone thay & clothss — + ¥ 

I ironed Re tray cloths just as well as I 
knew how, for Aunt Judith is very particular, |; 
if she is nice, - After I had, hung them on the | De 
‘bars I closed my éyes again without being 

ety This time I drew out a lune feeling 
To « 
“Now, guess,”” said Auntie, 3 ain, 
kerchiefs!””. I knéw I had put a lot of those 
together because they are so small, 

When Auntie called, “ Ready!’’ I kokad 
and there was one of. Baby Donald’s whi 
dresses that mother lets mé ifon, sometimes. 
It is a rather common dréss, but Hot very: ' 


I hadn’t the least idea but I said, ‘* ‘Hand. | ;' 


(Lesson: forVatiuary .11)-DECi 27) 1913 


oe fF and“I~both Taughed: ~ 
she stor me yi er xe jens how to iron 


road sea soit or 


ironed it on the wrong ede “That niade it 


ow “as smooth: buttons as cotild 
I ga sneha 
showed the ‘ 


that, eet I 
sy said it ldok 
lovely, and she 


have Lee Shemale 
eater ironed al al 


saald’e peat dresses 
“the, e tablechhs; She isn’t qukenore 
‘those, "yet! *’ i 
* NortH LN VERMONT. 
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\AGuideto Latest est Books | 


for the International Sunday School pag 1914" 


OKSELLERS..; 








G. CAMPBEEL* MOR GAN. 


The 2 
Teaching of Christ 


. *One does not read far before 
hs, is amazed at the clear and logi- 
ca 

divine truths. 


grasp Dr. Morgan has upon 
Here is a work that 
may profitably occupy a prominent 
place’in the student’s library.’’— 
Augsburg Teacher. 
8vo, cloz:h; net $1.50 
TO 
The Crises of the Christ 


Seven Critical Episodes in 
Chiist’s Life 


A COMPANION 








eeneracy iby used to teeljust like that, You 
ust take after me. 


** Don’t you hate to iron, now ?’’ I asked, 
looking at her embroidered waist and think- 
ing’what an awful task it would be to iron it. 

Aunt. Judith smiled that sweet smile that 
makes'people’ love her. ‘* How many sur- 
prise parties are you invited to in a month?”’ 
she asked. 

I guess I looked astonished. ‘* Why, I 
don’t go to more than one or two in a whole 
year,’’ I replied. 

Aunt Judith laughed, ‘* When you sprinkle 
the clothes, to-night,’’ she said, **I am going 
Ato show you how to prepare for the surprise 
party that will be given to-morrow,’? Then 
she put her hand over her lips and wouldn’t 
say another word about it. 

After supper I carried the clothes to a side 
table and began to sprinkle them. I used to 
puia lot of things in one pile, but Aunt Judith 
showed me how to roll up just a few ata time. 
Thexdid look nice that way. 

That night I dreamed that I was done up 
in one of mother’s big work aprons. 

When morning came I was so excited that 
it seemed an age before I was ready to iron, 
Of course I had to wash tke dishes, as mother 
says that is one of the things little girls are 
made for. But Auntie wiped them, for she 
was in a hurry too, 

At last I put up the ironing board, just at 
the right height for me, and drew the basket 
of clothes from the closet. Aunt Judith sat 
down by the window without ‘even her em- 
broidery in her hands, for she said it was not 
polite to work at a party. Maybe [ wasn’t 
puzzled ! 

*¢In the first place,’’ Aunt Judith began, 
**¢you must Close your eyes,’ 

I shut them tight, though I didn’t see how 
I was going to iron that way. 

‘*Now put your hand in the basket and 
take out the first roll you touch,’’ was the 
next order. 

T felt for the basket and pulledsout some 
clothes wrapped up in a dish towel, I could 
tell that by the feeling. 

“Now, Judith, guess what you are going 
to.1ron first,’’ said Auntie, in'an excited voice. 

I had to put my hand over my eyes to keep 
them shut tight? 

‘¢Tt must be pillow cases,’’ I decided. 
feels like them.”’ 

Aunt Judith came over to the ironing board. 


6s It 





te P VOLLMER, Ph.D. 


- The 





" In the best senve up- 6! 
date, critical as well as-evan-— 
gelical; we believe all stu- 
dents of .the. Word desirous 
of being abreast of the times 
should read this brief yet 
masterful treatise.” —Record 


of Christian Work. 
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S. D. GORDON 


Quiet Talks 
on Following 
The Christ 


‘* Mr. Gordon has put 
some of the richest results 
of his life-time fellowship 
with our Lord into this 
book. Perhaps these 
searching messages are 
what He intends for the 
meeting of our deepest 
needs.’’? —- The Sunday 
School Times. 





is good 


ever the 


Cloth; 75 cents net ers’ guide. 


Send for Complete List 


of Mr. Gordon’s Books $1.00 net 


Tarbell's 


Teachers’ Guide 
1914 


for every teacher of the 
International Lessons, 
All over the world, wher- 


Lessons are used, Tar- 
bell’s is now recognized 
as the all-inclusive teach- 


19014 Features. 


IN MODERN 
ENGLISH 


The Twentieth 
Century 
New Testament 


“A translatio# of the New 
Testament into simple, modern 
English, made direct from the 


Greek. Mis d, direct, sim- 
ed.”’— Christian 


ple and 
Cloth; net $1.00 


Work. 
The Gospel and 


“Acts” 


This portion of the Twentieth 
Century. New Testament is 
issued in this form for: wide 
distribution in response to nu- 
merous requests, 


company 


International 


Three New 


(post. 10c.) 











WAYNE WHIPPLE 


By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D. 


Full cloth ; net 30 cents 








YOUNG FOLKS 








The Story-Life 
of the Son of Man 


A unique Life of Christ. The best 
out of the best in literature regarding 
Christ’s earthly life. All the ‘‘ cream” 
from Edersheim, Geikie, Farrar, Beecher, 
and one hundred other great writers 
in one volume—a connected, consecutive 
Story-Life of the Son of Man, The plan 
that made ‘* The Story Life of Lincoln ”’ 
so popular, 


this mar- 


“No such wealth of illustration of4 pmer. 
— Unite 


vellous life can be found elsewhere. 
Presbyterian. 


A Large Octavo Volume. 564 Pages. 
32 Full-Page Illustrations. Nearly 1,000 
Stories. 2,500 References. Nearly 100 
Famous Writers. Substantial Cloth 
Binding. Cream Leaf Embossed. 


$2.50 net 





The Shepherd of Us All 
Stories of the Christ’ Retold for Children. 
By MARY STEWART. 


These stories are retold from the standpoint of 
the children of the fishermen and shepherds of 
Palestine at the time of Christ. 

*€ Of all the stories for children founded upon the 
life of Christ this one appears to be the mor lucid, 
the most beautiful and the most charmin writ- 
ten.’’—Continent. Ulustrated ; net $ 133, 


The Hero of Heroes 
A Life\of Christ for the Young. 
By ROBERT F. HORTON, D.D. 


MartTuHaA ‘larBELL, Ph.D., 
and charmingly written. 
enjoy hearin 
cause and 








says: “‘ Reverentl 
Even little folks will 
it read aloud and the tracing of 
effect and the clear portrayal of the 
meaning of Christ’s words and of the events in 
His life.” Hlustrated ; net $1.25. 


The Story of Jesus for Little People 
By EDWARD E-EIGH PEL1. 

The author presents the character of Him who 
said, “‘ Suffer Little Children to Come Unte Me,’ 
in phrases of purity, sweetness and simplicit 
The purpose is to gently, winningly draw the child 
toward the divine lover of his kin 

HMlustrated; net 35 cents 
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NEW YORK: 158 Fifth Ave. 
CHICAGO: 125 N. Wabash Ave. 











